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Father Chris writes

D

ear Friends

We have just experienced a
Summer that none of us will forget.
As a boy, the long hot Summer
of ‘76’ is so vividly stuck in my mind,
as will these last couple of months
be of 2022. Following the heatwave
this year, we then experienced the
death of her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II.
We have witnessed an outpouring
of grief, not only from here in the
United Kingdom, but around the
world. For all of us, the news of the
death of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth is still only, slowly beginning to
sink in. As I write, the day before her
funeral, like me I am sure the nation
will be watching to pay our last respects. The sense of grief and loss
shared by countless people from all
walks of life is an expression of the
profound impact the Queen had on
the lives of people across the world.
Her dedicated service to our nation,
commonwealth and church is without parallel, and in the midst of our
sadness to experience and share
this grief together in the Benefice
has been a privilege for me. The services we held in commemoration
and thanksgiving for her Majesty,
gave us the opportunity both to
share in our expression of grief, and

to give thanks together for her ninety-six years, of which 70 years and
214 days she was our Monarch.
On her 21st birthday in 1947, she
announced in her broadcast to the
nation that ‘I declare before you all,
that my whole life, whether it be
long or short, shall be devoted to
your service’. I think it is hard to imagine a more sacrificial and vocational pledge. And she kept her
word and honoured her pledge. She
was an exceptional example to us
all. She was Supreme Governor of
the Church of England, and she extended the hand of friendship to
people of all faiths. As head of the
Commonwealth, she promoted inter
-faith dialogue, and deeper understanding between religious faiths.
But we have seen her humour too.
A guest appearance, not a bodydouble, in an appearance in a James
Bond movie, in order to open the
2012 London Olympics. And my favourite this year, her sketch with
Paddington Bear, as we celebrated
her Platinum Jubilee. Writer of the
sketch Frank Cottrell-Boyce, wrote
in the Observer. ‘It used to be said
that millions of people had dreams
in which they had tea with the
Queen. Watching her have tea with
Paddington will have to do instead.
It’s easy to see why that was so

powerful. In retrospect, it was valedictory. A woman waving a happy
goodbye to her grandchildren and
great grandchildren, an image of
love and a happy death”. I believe
Paddington bear spoke for all of us
in that sketch in those emotional
words,

‘Thank you, Ma’am. For everything’.
May She rest in peace and rise in
glory.
Every blessing
Fr Chris

A Prayer for the life of Queen Elizabeth II
Almighty and eternal God,
you uphold and govern all things both in heaven and on earth,
and by your grace alone the monarchs of this world bear rule.
We thank you for all the blessings which you have bestowed upon us
through our late sovereign, Queen Elizabeth,
whom you called from this life in recent days.
We thank you for the wisdom of her guidance and her love of peace,
for the care with which she served her people,
for the example of her gracious life,
and for the wellbeing which this nation has enjoyed
during her happy reign.
We pray that you would fill our hearts
with gratitude for all these good things,
and to give us grace that we may use the memory of them
as a perpetual call to live according to your will,
for the good of all the world,
and the glory of your great name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
(Based on a prayer for Queen Victoria) - The Church of Scotland

Ministry Team News
Hallo, my name is Mary Upton and it has
been suggested that I re-introduce myself. I have been a member of the ministry team as a lay elder since January
2008. I have also been a churchwarden
at Kedington since 1990.
We arrived in Suffolk, crossing the border from Essex in 1988, to take over the
village Newsagents and Post Office. We
had previously been involved in education in south Essex but felt the need for
a change in direction in our lives and
various circumstances brought us here
where we feel we are meant to be.
Having been heavily involved in the Scout and Guide movements in
Essex, we soon found ourselves taking part in village activities again. I
was introduced to St Peter and St Paul’s by our valued shop manager
Elizabeth Goode and the rest is history…
Our parish has experienced many changes in the last thirty odd years,
from being a stand alone parish with a single priest to our inclusion
now in the Stourhead Benefice where we have slowly got to know
each other and become the stronger unit we are now. I have learnt a
lot during my time as a member of the ministry team and hope I will
continue to improve my skills in serving you all.
Mary Upton

Kedington ‘Home-made and Home-grown’ 2022
(Formerly Kedington Horticultural Show)
After the extraordinarily hot and dry weather over the summer we were not
expecting a bumper display of fruit, vegetables and flowers this year. In some
respects, our predictions were correct; very few runner beans and no dwarf
beans. However, it was a good year for potatoes, tomatoes, apples and pears.
There was the usual excellent display of single roses and a good number of other flowers. The culinary section schedule had a few changes this year but there
were still plenty of entries although no-one made choux pastry buns or meringue nests. Maybe next year?
For the first time we introduced an Arts and Crafts Section including classes for
knitting, crochet, greetings cards, jewellery, drawing and painting and mixed
media. The best of these classes would be the first recipient of the Beryl Bracken Memorial Trophy. Beryl was Church Warden in Kedington until her death in
June 2021. She enjoyed crafts herself so we were pleased that this trophy was
donated by her family.
Once again, the Guides, Rainbows and Brownies produced a marvellous array
of exhibits for the children’s section. There were over 60 painted rocks on display. George and Alistair Myatt were very industrious, producing exhibits for
each of the children’s classes.
After judging, the trophies were presented, and the prize-winning exhibits auctioned. The event raised over £230 for church funds. Thank you to everyone
who supported the show by exhibiting, judging, selling refreshments, buying
produce and clearing up.
If you have never entered before, why not think about it for next year? The
show will take place on Saturday 9 September in 2023. The schedule will be
published in a future edition of the Benefice News. Now is the time to start
planning. Winter is an ideal time to make something for the arts and craft section. Then, in the spring, plant and nurture veg and flowers. Maybe practice the
cakes the week before the show? The jams and chutneys can be made anytime.
Exhibits can be donated for sale or auction but you can choose to take them
away before the sale if you wish.
To see our Trophy winners of 2022 - please turn the page.

Trophy winners 2022:
Keddy Trophy (highest number of points overall) Mary Richards
Les Moulton Trophy (best in show, horticultural) Tony Fuller for three onions
Barbara Moulton Trophy (best in show, culinary) Linda Claydon for her coffee
and walnut cake

Jeannie Lee Memorial Trophy (mixed garden flowers) Jennie Smith
Rose Driscoll Memorial Trophy (best single rose, any variety) Samantha Maguire
Mike Driscoll Trophy (best in show, children’s) and #kedingtonrocks Trophy (best
painted rock) Flo Loveday
Beryl Bracken Memorial Trophy (best in show, arts and crafts section) Samantha
Maguire for a greetings card
Jeanie Smith & Jill Davis

Samantha Maguire

Mary Richards

Both photographed here with our auctioneer, Neville Smith

“DOLCE GUSTO”
COFFEE MORNINGS
TUESDAYS
St Peter and St Paul’s Church, Kedington

•
•

Just dropped the children at school?
Waiting for the Mums and Toddlers
to start at the Legion Hall?

•

On your way to or from the shops?

•

Just fancy a change of scene

From 10am until 12 noon
All welcome

Bring your friends

Well-Seasoned Hardwood
Firewood for Sale
From Little Bradley Estate
Delivered (locally) in 1 m3 containers (£125)
or loose for £175 for c. 1.75 cu. metre
Contact: Colin 07860 841929
Colin@littlebradleyhall.co.uk

Example of 1 cubic metre container
(Maximum length of 12” or smaller)

A place
To be
To belong
To believe
I saw this notice outside a local Methodist Church, and it made me think of
how people come to faith and become part of a church.
Belong
Many people assume that you must believe before you can belong. But most
of us come to faith by ‘catching it’ from other people. Perhaps a friend invited
us to something - and it may not have been a service. It could have been a
coffee morning, or a picnic, a Christmas Fayre, or a Lego Breakfast. They invited
us to come along and enjoy something. This enabled us to meet people who
were Christians, and discover more about them, and perhaps see what the inside of the church is like.
Being welcome
If they invited us to a service, it was helpful to have them with us, to explain
about everything. Have you ever thought how daunting it must be to go on
your own into an unfamiliar building to take part in an unfamiliar occasion? A
friendly smile, and offers of help, can make a huge difference. If we feel welcome, we may be happy to come again, perhaps to something else. This could
be the start of feeling that you might want to belong - and to know more
about the Christians you meet and what their faith means to them.
To be - to belong - to believe
Notice that the words ‘To be’ came first. Church is surely the place where we
are welcome just as we are. God may have big ideas about what we could become, but he always starts with where we are and who we are. If we then start
to belong, the Spirit can begin to guide us towards faith, to belief. Then it is
that God can lead us to becoming the person he longs us to be. After ’To believe’ perhaps we could add the line ’To become’?
Deidre Morris
©Association of Church Editors

KEDINGTON
BUTCHERS
TOP QUALITY
MEATS
Home-cooked
Hams
Game
Orders taken
01440 703119

Would you like to advertise
in this publication?
Please contact Jill Davis
01440 713137
or jill@gourmet-knights.co.uk

G M FLOORING
07966 959 549
Carpets, Amtico, Karndean, Vinyls, Matting and
floor screeding.
Can supply all leading brands of flooring. Samples on request.
Domestic & commercial work undertaken.
Call Graeme on 07966 959 549
or email
graememalyon@hotmail.com
Based in Barnardiston, Suffolk.

All Saints Church, Great Thurlow
Here is the next article in our series at looking at some of the history of the
churches in our Benefice.
All Saints Church in Great Thurlow dates back to Norman times with its typically
Norman tower, chancel and flint walls. The impressive tower is located at the
west end and has a higher stair turret leading up to a quaint, lead-covered cupola. The tower originally housed five bells which were augmented to a ring of
six by R.A.Vestey in 1959. According to Bryan Mills, the longstanding Tower Captain of our local ringers, they are one of the best rings of six in East Anglia and
include a 12CWT tenor. The ringers are able to do their work on a substantial
wooden ringing platform. The bells will have rung in momentous occasions over
the centuries and we are extremely fortunate today to have such an able and
committed team of ringers. Most recently, a single bell tolled at the very sad occasion of the death of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth 11.

The font is 11th Century, square with pairs of blank arches of curious detail as
decoration. The candelabra are of Russian silver and the pulpit is Jacobean. Towards the east end are two monumental brasses, one of a knight and lady dated around 1460 and another of a knight, lady and children about 1530. Cornices of screens to the south chapel are elaborate, moulded, carved and dated
1616. The single panelled pulpit was installed a little later. A beautiful lady
chapel was built on the south side and restored in the mid-1950s.
The main window at the east end was designed, fired and made by Harry Harvey of York to the theme of the dedication of the church to All Saints. In the
centre panel, our Lord is shown seated on the throne holding the world in His
left hand with His right hand raised in blessing. Above His head are two heavenly figures in prayer and two more heavenly figures are at His feet, one holding
the Sword of Righteousness and the other the Dove of Peace. In the right-hand
panel are six of the Apostles together with St John the Baptist and St Catherine,
Patron Saint of Suffolk Wool Combers. In the left-hand panel one can see the
remaining six Apostles with St Michael, representing the Heavenly Host.
An inspection of the Births, Marriages and Deaths for 1880 gives an insight into
the busy village life at that time. Fifteen births were recorded, and include wellestablished local family names such as Kiddy, Talbot (3), Webb and Coote. Two
marriages took place during the year and 8 deaths were recorded.

The church remains a focal point of village life and seats 130. We are fortunate
to have had a succession of first-class rectors over the years and today there is
an active and well-organised parochial church council who, in addition to their
duties towards the parish church, have proved to be expert cake makers for the
annual spring and summer garden openings of the Hall, when the church receives many interested visitors.
A few years ago a mobile mast was fitted to the tower, bringing in helpful rental
income. The next big challenge is to repair the interior walls which are, unfortunately, in a somewhat sad state of repair.
George Vestey

Suffolk Historic Churches Trust – Ride and Stride 2022
Once again, Denise Plant and I climbed aboard our rusty - I mean ‘trusty’- bicycles and set off for a tour of West Suffolk Churches. This year we were riding on
the actual day of the ‘Ride and Stride’. This meant many of the churches were
open and those sitting in the churches not only gave a warm welcome but also
offered cups of tea, lemonade and biscuits.
With only cycling on one day, we set our sights lower than the twenty-nine
churches we visited last year. From home, we cycled against the wind to Great
Bradley where they were setting up the church for their re-launch of the
‘Friends of Great Bradley Church’. We zipped along the valley; Little Bradley,
Little Thurlow, Great Thurlow and Great Wratting. It was lovely to see the Books
Of Remembrance for the late Queen Elizabeth II in the churches.
From Great Wratting we powered up the hill to Withersfield. This church was
new to both of us so we lingered here a while. Too long probably, as when we
arrived in Haverhill, we realised that I had left our sponsorship forms in Withersfield. In St Mary’s, Haverhill we were given a much welcome cup of tea while
we considered how to get the forms back. Neither of us felt we had the energy
to retrace our steps. Thankfully, Denise’s son, Morgan was at home and he
drove back to Withersfield to collect the forms for us. There was a stream of
people visiting this church to sign their Book of Remembrance.

By now the misty, cool weather had cleared and we enjoyed bright, sunny intervals as we pedalled along the old railway track to Sturmer and then on to
Wixoe church. Here we met up with Morgan and shared our picnic with him as
we sat in the churchyard, in the sunshine.
The heavens opened while we were in Stoke-by-Clare church but it was a brief
shower and we were soon on the back road to Clare. It was quite a long way
from Clare to Hundon church, where they were preparing for a christening service the following day.
Barnardiston church was next and then on to Denise’s home church in Little
Wratting. Our last call was Kedington. The hill up to the church seemed steeper
than usual after thirty-four miles. We were greeted by Tracy, Tuppence and a
packet of Cadbury’s mini-rolls. Most welcome.
Fourteen churches were visited. Job done. Our trusty bikes were stashed away
again and we both looked forward to a restful evening.
Thank you to all who sponsored us and for
those who sponsored other walkers and cyclists who were raising money for churches
in our Benefice of Stourhead. Maybe next
year you would like to join in? For more information see shct.org.uk Half the money
raised will go to the church of your choice
and the other half helps to support the restoration of Suffolk Churches.
Jill Davis

Special Services at St Peter & St Paul’s Church Kedington
Wave of Light - Baby Loss Service
Sunday 9th October at 6pm
All Souls’ Day Service
Wednesday 2nd November at 7pm

Buddy’s Blog - September 2022
I have heard the words of this song on the wireless …….. ‘It’s so nice to go traveling but it’s so much nicer to come home’. Not sure I agree.
We went travelling this summer. Daddy, Mummy, big brothers Logan and Jacob,
pesky little brother Opie and me. Thankfully it was after the very hot weather.
We drove a long way in the car. When we got out of the car at the end of our
journey there were narrow roads and steep cliffs down to the sea and the
sandy beaches.
Little brother Opie was freaked-out by the new places we went to. We stayed
in a strange house where the smells were all wrong. We walked to places we
had never been before and met new dogs and people. I have been to the
beach many times before. We used to live near the sea. Opie had been to the
beach before but he doesn’t have a very good memory and when he is nervous
he freezes and just barks – A LOT! He was unsure of the sand under his feet and
the waves coming in and going out. When other dogs appeared, he didn’t
know what to do first. He didn’t know whether he should bark at them or at
the waves or dig a hole in the sand. Mummy and Daddy were patient with him
and kept reassuring him.
Eventually, he calmed down enough to sniff the strange smells and, like me,
begin to figure out what some of them were. Hot dogs. Cats. Ice-cream. Egg
sandwiches. Sweaty t-shirts. Beer. Flip flops. As well as smells, there were new
things to see, hear and touch. For a nervous chap like Opie, new things can be
hard to deal with but if he perseveres, he will begin to appreciate them. All
these different experiences give a new view of life.
When it was time to get back in the car and go home, Opie and me didn’t want
to go. We liked this new place where we could feel the sand between our pads
and sniff hot dogs all day long. We even liked our new place to sleep.

When we got home, everything went back to the way it was before our trip.
Daddy went back to work. Jacob went back to school. Logan went home. Opie
went back to be annoying. Why can’t things stay the way they do when we are
on our holidays?

Daddy says, the whole point of a holiday is to experience new things, enjoy them and then take the memories home with us. But sometimes it is
hard to keep the memories in my head. Like Opie finds it hard to remember how to be a good dog. Nothing bad happens to us when we are with
our family, even when we are away from home. Even so, Opie gets worried and can’t relax. I think he needs to hear the words Daddy says at
church sometimes.

‘Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do
not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your
hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.’
John ch 14 v 27

Events Diary
All events subject to current Covid-19 restrictions in place at time of diary event.

Date

Time

8 October
19 November 2pm

Tuesdays
Thursdays

10am -12
noon
2-4pm

Event
Harvest Supper Ceilidh - Great Thurlow barn
- contact Molly Hawkins for tickets
07776 148425 mollyhawkins10@aol.com
Christmas Bonanza
Kedington Community Centre
‘Dolce Gusto’ Coffee morning at St Peter &
St Paul’s Kedington
Centre café at Kedington Community Centre

Do You Sing?
In the shower, in the garden, in the car, in church?
I thought it would be nice if we could offer those couples getting married
in our village churches a little help with the singing. Make the day even
more memorable. You don’t have to be a cathedral chorister, just be able
to sing. The hymns will be mostly well known – if not I am sure we can find
a You Tube clip. It would mainly be Saturdays, but wouldn’t be every week
and would be around an hour, depending on how long Father Chris preaches for. No choir robes – just dressed smart casual (it is a wedding after all).
We would need about six of us for each service and as weddings are usually booked well in advance there should be plenty of notice.

Would you like to volunteer? Please email me
at ruthhopper@btinternet.com
Thank you

Gospel Readings during October
2
9
16
23
30

16th Sunday
17th Sunday
18th Sunday
19th Sunday
All Saints

after
after
after
after

Trinity - Harvest Service
Trinity - Wellbeing Sunday
Trinity
Trinity - Bible Sunday

Matthew 6:25 - 33
Luke
10:24 - 37
Luke
18: 1 - 8
Luke
4:16 - 24
Luke
6:20 - 31

Gospel Readings during November
6
13
20
27

21st Sunday after Trinity
Remembrance Sunday
Christ the King
1st Sunday in Advent

QR code for
Stourhead Benefice website

Luke
Luke
Luke
Matthew

20:27 - 38
21: 5 - 19
23:33 - 43
24: 36 - 44

Saint Agatha: Patron Saint of Bell Ringers and Breast Cancer Patients
The Patron Saint of Bell Ringers and Breast Cancer Patients is Saint Agatha who
lived in Sicily in the third century. She was so beautiful that a consul named
Quintain tried to force her to become his wife. When she refused, he turned
against her and to punish her installed her into a brothel! He brought her before the courts because she belonged to the outlawed Christian church. The
accounts of her torture are frightful. She was allowed no medicines or bandages. It is said that St Peter appeared to her in a vision healing her wounds.
Agatha would pray passionately throughout all this ‘Lord Jesus Christ you know
what is in my heart and mind. Take me and all that I am and make me your
own’. She was stretched on a rack and then thrown naked onto burning coal.
Understandably Agatha thought death would be a happy release, bringing her
out of the reach of her tormentors into the arms of her Lord. They carried her
broken body back to her prison, while she prayed for release. At that moment
she died.
Such was the respect for her that a church was dedicated to her by Saint Gregory the Great. It still stands, preserving the memory of this virgin martyr.
Peter Smith

Evening Prayer on Mondays
Monday Evening Prayers at Kedington Church is now at 5pm.
If you would like to join us, please speak to Fr Chris or one of the Ministry
Team.

Churches in the Benefice open for Private Prayer:
St Mary the Virgin, Great Bradley is always open for private prayer.
St Peter’s Little Thurlow is open daily usually at 9am and closes about 5 or 6pm.
St Peter and St Paul’s, Kedington will be open daily between 9am and 4pm.

Home Communion – Pastoral Care
The Blessed Sacrament is perpetually reserved for the Communion of the housebound, the sick and dying. Please inform Fr Chris,
or a member of the Ministry Team, of parishioners who are sick or in
hospital, and of those who are in need of pastoral care.

Baptism: We welcome into God’s family Lauren Grainge, Isabel Grace
Stringer and Charlotte Stringer who were baptised at Kedington on 6th
August. Also Samuel Smith who was baptised at Kedington on 25th
September.
Holy Matrimony: We congratulate Sophie Brown and Toby Mills who
were married at Little Bradley on 5th August, Jess Rubio and James
Cope who were married at Barnardiston on 13th August, Sam Herbert
and Ashley Crowell who were married at Little Bradley on 20th August
and Jennifer Dunbar and Sam Springett who were married at Kedington on 10th September. We wish them well at the start of their life together.
Funeral: The funeral of the late David White was held at Kedington on
the 6th September. The funeral of the late Jessie Lifford took place at
Bury St Edmunds Crematorium on 12th September. The funeral of the
late Vernon Cutler took place at Kedington on 22nd September.
‘May they rest in peace and rise in glory’
Thinking of a christening or a wedding in church? Please take a look at
our Benefice website where there is useful information about both
baptisms and weddings.
Please check Benefice website for more information
www.stourheadbenefice.org or contact Fr Chris Giles 01440 762901.
Good hygiene practises are maintained during Holy Communion.

SERVICE ROTA
October 2022
Sun
Sun

Sun
Sun
Sun

2
9

16
23
30

10:00

Little Bradley

Holy Communion

10:00

Kedington

Family Service

8:00

Kedington

Said Holy Communion

10:00

Great Thurlow

Holy Communion

18:00

Kedington

Wave of Light - Baby Loss Service

10:00

Little Thurlow

Holy Communion

10:00

Great Wratting

Family Service

10:00

Great Bradley

Holy Communion

16:00

Kedington

Evensong

10:00

Little Wratting

Holy Communion

10:00

Barnardiston

Family Service

November 2022
Wed

2

19:00

Kedington

All Souls’ Service

Sun

6

10:00

Kedington

Holy Communion

10:00

Little Bradley

Family Service

Kedington

Said Holy Communion

10:50

Great Thurlow

Remembrance Service

10:50

Kedington

Remembrance Service and Parade

10:00

Great Wratting

Holy Communion

10:00

Little Thurlow

Family Service

10:00

Great Bradley

Holy Communion

16:00

Kedington

Evensong

Sun

Sun
Sun

13

20
27

8:00

December 2022
Sun

4

10:00

Little Bradley

Holy Communion

10:00

Kedington

Family Service

Mid-week Eucharist at Kedington on Wednesdays at 10am

