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Father Chris writes 

D ear Friends 

 

I hope and pray this article 

finds you safe and well. 

 

It has been a bumpy start back to school 

for many children, including our young-

est son Jacob, who at just eleven, only 

attended two days at his new secondary 

school before it closed due to a Covid 19 

outbreak. Thankfully, he has now re-

turned, and all seems well at the school. 

We certainly need to keep our schools in 

our prayers at this time. 

 

As I write, we seem to be having an In-

dian Summer, although we are now 

moving into the season of autumn. This 

is my wife Laura’s favourite season. 

Coming from a small village herself, 

Laura loves the colour change autumn 

brings.  We look forward to the coming 

weeks and having many walks in our 

beautiful villages.  For myself, having 

never lived in the countryside before, 

having witnessed the recent harvesting 

by the local farmers I also look forward 

to this wonderful colour change up 

close. 

 

The tradition of celebrating Harvest Fes-

tival in churches as we know it today, I 

have read, began in 1843, when the Rev-

erend Robert Hawker invited parishion-

ers to a special thanksgiving service for 

the harvest at his church at Morwenstow 

in Cornwall. Victorian hymns such as 

“We plough the fields and scatter”, 

“Come ye thankful people, come” and 

“All things bright and beautiful” helped 

popularise his idea of harvest festival 

and spread the annual custom of deco-

rating churches with home-

grown produce for the Harvest Festival 

service. 

 

Autumn is a season of transition, re-

minding us that our lives are in constant 

change. Although change is always with 

us, autumn brings us to a deeper aware-

ness that we live in a continual cycle of 

life, in dying and rising. In the Benedic-

tine tradition, one of the commitments is 

to conversion. Essentially it means being 

open to the surprise of God throughout 

your life and therefore open to change. It 

means believing that God is far bigger 

than anything you can ever imagine. 

 

It is a time we give thanks for the au-

tumn harvest and for all the good things 

God provides for us. However, in more 

recent years Harvest Festival has also 

become about sharing with those 

less fortunate than ourselves.  

 

In recent years, my greatest joy at Har-

vest Festival services, in the church or in 

school assemblies, is the part children 

have played, welcoming these children 

as they bring forward their own gifts to 

offer, knowing these are going to be 

passed on to others in need.  

 

 

Every Blessing 

Fr Chris 



 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 
 

HARVEST 
 

One of the few positive things about the recent lockdown, has been the rediscovery of 
our love for our home and garden. Having the time to work in the garden and to enjoy 
local walks, we have reconnected with the seasons – noticing even the small changes in 
the fields around us. Planting, nurturing, harvesting and eating our small crops has 
brought us enormous pleasure. Many of us have enjoyed a more outdoor lifestyle and 
the weather has been kind. As we move into autumn, the season of mists and mellow 
fruitfulness, I hope that we will continue to be grateful for those days outside. We have 
been reminded of the joy of our environment and the beauty of the world around us; 
reconnecting with Creation, the abundance of life on our planet and its ability to re-
charge our spirits.  
 
And the planet has had a chance to recharge too during lock down. The planet was 
briefly allowed to breathe again. We are the stewards of the earth and this must be the 
time when we look at our consumption of the world’s resources and consider what we 
can do to be less destructive. A single person may feel overwhelmed by the problems 
our world faces but every single person can make a difference.  
 
It is more than a hundred years since there has been a famine in this country. I have a 
hazy recollection of school history lessons about the corn laws and the Irish potato fam-
ine; I know about rationing during and after the war, but in my own lifetime I have only 
seen the increase in size and the range of goods in our supermarkets. Even during the 
lockdown there was enough to eat – many of us put on weight! We are a people of 
plenty and obesity is the sign that we must change our ways.  Do we need so much 
choice? Do we need so much from all around the planet? Could we survive on more lo-
cally produced food? Do we need to look at feeding the nation healthily and think about 
fair access to good nutrition? Easy for me to ask the questions – much more difficult to 
provide the answers. 
 
God has given us a world that provides for all our needs and the brains to work out how 
to use the earth’s resources. Use but not abuse. God doesn’t give us freshly made 
bread. It takes our ingenuity and hard work to make wheat into bread. But He gave us 
the hands and the brains to do it. Climate change and pollution tell us it is time to use 
our brains and not just our grabby hands. It is time to give back. 
 
As it says in Corinthians: “Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not re-
luctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to provide 
you with every blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, 
you may share abundantly in every good work.” 
 
Sharon Brandon 







 

 

  

  

 

 
Are you self- employed? 

Run a small business? 

Need trustworthy, reliable, organised help? 

Paperwork, simple book keeping, 
household finance and home 

 cooking undertaken. 
  

Contact Charlie 

01284 811949 

hullow72@gmail.com 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Stourhead Benefice News Update 
 
Welcome to the first issue of our ‘new-style A5 Stourhead Benefice News’ . Our next issue 
will be covering the months of December and January (Advent, Christmas and Epiphany) 
please could you let me have any articles or items for this issue by the 15th November. 
 

Any suggestions for articles that could be included (provided they are within copyright) are 
very welcome. Perhaps you have a favourite prayer, poem or quiz that could be included or 
you may like to write something yourself  -  please do get in touch with me. 
email: suzannedavison747@yahoo.co.uk or phone 01440 705829. 

 

Sue Davison 

Wave of Light Service  
Monday 12th October at 7pm 
at St Peter & St Paul’s Church Kedington 
 
Wave of Light is an opportunity to join with bereaved 
parents, families and friends around the globe to  
commemorate all babies who sadly died too soon.  
For more information please contact Father Chris on 
01440 762901 or email  
stourheadbenefice@gmail.com  

Do you know the answers to these food-related questions? 
 
1 What food gives Popeye his strength?  
 
2 What is Garfield’s favourite food? 
 
3 Which fruit did Batman ( Adam West) tell Robin was better than a candy bar? 
 
4 What does Bugs Bunny like to eat? 
 
5 What is Paddington’s favourite food? 
 
6 What was the name of the baker in Camberwick Green? 
 
7 What did the factory in Chigley make? 
 
8 What is Shaggy’s favourite dish? 
 
9 What food does Jerry like to eat? 
 
10 Which cereal does ‘Tony the Tiger’ like to eat? 
 



 

 

  William Mason, Rector, 1928 - 2017 
 
As work continues to clean the graves and garden in Kedington churchyard, perhaps 
this provides a time to reflect on those who have served our parishes over the years. 
Here we look back at the life of William Mason who was Rector at Kedington from 
1972 to 1987. 
 
Fr Bill was born William Hugh Owen Mason on July 27, 1928 at Kersey in Suffolk 
where his mother was the first district nurse to work in that area and his father was a 
tenant farmer. He won a scholarship to King Henry VII Grammar school at Sudbury 
and had the distinction of being Head Boy and Captain of Cricket. He followed his 
brother into the Indian Army followed by National Service with the experience of 
guarding Rommel's remaining troops in the Middle East. Oxford University followed 
and while there, Bill discovered his vocation and went from University to Cuddesdon 
Theological College. 
 
Bill was ordained as an Anglican Deacon on Trinity Sunday 1954 at St. George's Ca-
thedral Southwark. He was ordained as an Anglican Priest on Trinity Sunday 1955 
and served at All Saints, Dulwich, St Barnabas, Northolt Park and St Mary Magdalene, 
Munster Square as a curate before being given his own parish at St Clement, Notting 
Dale. After several years there he returned to his native Suffolk and was appointed as 
Vicar at St Mary's, Little Wratting. He stayed there for a brief period before going to 
Walsingham as Assistant Administrator of the Anglican Shrine. Following his marriage 
to Christine in 1972 he went to the Parish of Ss Peter & Paul at Kedington. There he 
served as Rector for 15 happy years during which time his children, Lucy, Ben and 
Joe were born. In 1987, Bill took the courageous decision to be received into Full 
Communion with the Catholic Church, giving up the Rectory at Kedington and his in-
come as an Anglican clergyman. 
 
Owing to an administrative error, it took five years to gain permission from the Congre-
gation for the Defence of the Faith in Rome for Bill, as a married man, to be ordained 
as a Catholic priest. In that intervening period, Bill showed a remarkable faithfulness 
to his priestly vocation, and trust in God’s providence. Whilst maintaining the priestly 
discipline of the Divine Office, he worked as an assistant to a Funeral Director, and 
immersed himself in parish life in Bury St Edmunds, not least enriching the choir with 
his fine singing voice. 
 
On April 3, 1993 he was ordained a priest, and the presence of a crowded church tes-
tified to the esteem in which he was held by the Catholic congregation of Bury St Ed-
munds, his friends and his colleagues from the past. He placed his priesthood unre-
servedly at the service of any who needed it, whether lay or clerical, and his unsophis-
ticated wisdom and experience quickly won him a wide circle of admirers and friends. 
His skill in the confessional was legendary. In the last few years when ill-health might 
have been a valid excuse for scaling down, he soldiered on, ably supported by the de-
voted care of Christine, and he died on October 31 at the age of 89. 
 
A major part of his spirituality was his love and veneration for Our Lady of Walsing-
ham, at whose Shrine he was a constant visitor. May she offer her prayers for the soul 
of one of Her Son’s devoted priests. 
 
May he rest in peace and rise in glory. Amen. 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 
All Saints’ and All Souls’ Day 

 Service  
Sunday 1st November at 4pm 
at St Peter & St Paul’s Church  

Kedington 

A service to both celebrate the saints and to remember the souls of those who 
have died. If you would like your loved one to be remembered at this service 
then please do get in contact with Father Chris on 01440 762901 or email 
stourheadbenefice@gmail.com  

Your worst days are never so bad that you are beyond the reach of God’s love; and your 
best days are never so good that you are beyond the need of God’s love. 
 
When we do the best we can, we never know what miracle is wrought in our life, or in the 
life of another.  (Helen Keller) 
 
Understanding is much deeper than knowledge. There are many people who know us, 
but very few who understand us. (Anon) 
 
The best gifts you can give: To your enemy, forgiveness; to an opponent, tolerance; to a 
friend, your heart; to a customer, service; to every person, love; to every child, a good ex-
ample; and finally, to yourself, respect. 
 
Silence is the absence of noise, but peace is the presence of God. 
 
© Church Editors Association 

Father Chris’s Installation Service 
This service will be held on Monday 2nd November at 7.30pm at St Peter & St Paul’s Keding-
ton. Due to limited numbers, by invitation only. Recording of service will be available. More  
information to follow. 



 

 

  

Answers to quiz: 1 spinach; 2 lasagne; 3 an apple; 4 carrots; 5 marmalade; 
6 Mr Murphy; 7 biscuits; 8 extra cheese pizza with pickles; 9 cheese; 10 Frosties. 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Carpet Cleaning  

Stone Floor, Upholstery & Rug Cleaning 
A few points that make us stand out  

from the others 
 

• Rothwell’s is a family firm and has been 
in business since 1993. 

• Our large truck mounted machines 
mean more cleaning & drying power for 
the best results possible. 

• We will move the furniture for a 
 thorough clean 
• 100% satisfaction or it’s FREE. 

 
01638 428 060   

www.Rothwells.biz 



 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 
 

Moving house during a Global Pandemic 
 
I am probably not the only one around here who moved to a new house during the last six 
months. My family were planning to move at the end of March 2020. All the cupboards 
were emptied, and everything was packed into boxes ready to put in a big van. I mean 
“everything” was packed up, including all my stuff. It was very unnerving. I wondered if 
maybe I wouldn’t have enough to eat as all the food was packed away. My bed was packed 
up too. Where would I sleep?  
 
Then, it was all unpacked again.  
 
I heard half of the conversation on the telephone about delays and safety. It didn’t particu-
larly concern me as at this point my bed was available again and food appeared. I thought 
we were staying where we were.  
 
A few times over the next few weeks we did the same drill. Everything was packed away 
and then unpacked again. On a couple of occasions, the rest of the family got in the car 
and went away for a while. They left me with the cat, Whiskey, and the boxes containing 
all our belongings. But they always came back.  
 
Eventually, when the weather was nice and sunny, all the boxes plus the chairs, tables, 
clothes, pots, pans and my bed were loaded into a van. Whiskey was put in his basket and I 
was persuaded to get in the car. We drove for miles, past trees, fields and woods. The air 
smelt different; we were moving away from the sea. So many different smells as I sniffed 
the air coming into the car through the open window.  
 
The car pulled into a drive and I was asked to get out and left in a nice cool little room with 
my own bed and a bowl of water. Whiskey was there too but in his box. Every so often the 
family came to check on me or took me for a walk. The smells of this new place were in-
toxicating. I couldn’t take it all in.  
 
That evening, once we had all had something to eat, we settled down in the big room with 
chairs. I climbed on His lap and He held me close and stroked my ears. I didn’t really know 
where I was, how long I would be here or what was going to happen next but as I was with 
Him so I felt safe and content. “The eternal God is your dwelling place and underneath are 
the everlasting arms” 
 
I probably should introduce myself properly. 
 
I am Buddy, a four-year-old Golden Labrador. I now live with my family 
in the Rectory in Kedington. I hope to be able to tell you a bit more 
about myself and life in the Rectory over the next few months.  
 
Watch out for “Buddy’s Blog” in future issues. 



 

 

  

 
If you wish to advertise in this 
publication, please contact 
Jill Davis 01440 713137 or 
jill@gourmet-knights.co.uk 

 
KEDINGTON  
BUTCHERS 

  

TOP QUALITY  
MEATS 

  

Home-cooked 
Hams 
Game 

  
Orders taken 

01440 703119 
 
 

 
  



 

 

 

 

 
 

Gospel Readings during October  

Gospel Readings during November 

Baptisms: We welcome into God’s family William Manning who was baptised on 13 Sep-
tember, Isabelle Spooner who was baptised on 20 September, both at All Saints Little Brad-
ley, and Maggi-May Linton-Russell who was baptised on 27 September at St Peter and St 
Paul Kedington. 
Holy Matrimony: We congratulate Doug Hewstone and Beth Rattley who were married at 
All Saints Little Bradley on 29 August 2020. We wish them well at their start of their life to-
gether. 
Funeral: The funeral of the late Mick Sparrow took place at Great Thurlow on 20 August  
The funeral of the late Carol Harris was held at Great Wratting on 9 September. We offer 
our prayerful sympathy to those who mourn their loss. 
 
Thinking of a christening or a wedding in church? Please take a look at our benefice web-
site where there is useful information about both baptisms and weddings. 
 

Events Diary*  

Date  Time Event 

4 Nov 7.30pm Benefice Meeting (venue to be confirmed) 

   

Thursdays 2-4pm Centre Café at Kedington Community Centre 

* All events subject to current Covid19 restrictions in place at time of diary event. 

4 17th Sunday after Trinity Matthew 21:33-46  

11 18th Sunday after Trinity Matthew 22:1-14 

18 19th Sunday after Trinity Luke the Evangelist Luke 10:1-9 

25 Last Sunday after Trinity Matthew 22:34-46 
   

1 All Saints’ Day Matthew 5:1-12 

8 18th Sunday after Trinity Matthew 25:1-13 

15 19th Sunday after Trinity Matthew 25:14-30 

22 Christ the King Matthew 25:31-46 

29 First Sunday of Advent Mark 13:24-37 



 

 

  

Charlie Chaplin lived for 88 years. 
 
He left us four statements: 
(a) Nothing is forever in this world, not even our problems. 
(b) I love walking in the rain because no one can see my tears. 
(c) The most lost day in life is the day we don't laugh. 
(d) Six best doctors in the world...: 

1. The sun 
2. Rest 
3. Exercise 
4. Diet 
5. Self-respect 
6. Friends 
 

Stick to them at all stages of your life and enjoy a healthy life… 
 
If you see the moon, you will see the beauty of God... 
If you see the sun, you will see the power of God... 
If you see a mirror, you will see God's best creation. So believe it. 
We are all tourists, God is our travel agent who has already identified our routes, bookings 
and destinations... trust him and enjoy life. 
Life is just a journey! Therefore, live today! 

A reminder to read between the lines 
 
The Fasting & Prayer Conference includes meals. 
 
The sermon this morning: 'Jesus Walks on the Water.' 
The sermon tonight: 'Searching for Jesus.' 
 
Please place your donation in the envelope along with the deceased person you 
want remembered. 
 
The church will host an evening of dining, super entertainment and gracious  
hostility. 
 
Eight new choir robes are currently needed owing to the addition of several new 
members and to the deterioration of some older ones. 
 
At the evening service tonight the sermon topic will be ‘What is Hell?’ 
Come early and listen to our choir practice. 
 
Pot-luck supper Sunday at 5pm - prayer and medication to follow. 
 
Year eight will be presenting Shakespeare’s Hamlet  in the Church this Friday at 
7pm. The congregation is invited to attend this tragedy. 
 
© Church Editors Association 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Home Communion – Pastoral Care 
 

The Blessed Sacrament is perpetually reserved for the Communion of 
the housebound, the sick and dying. Please inform Fr Chris or a member 
of the ministry team, of parishioners who are sick or in hospital, and of 
those who are in need of pastoral care. 
 

Ministry Team 
Fr Chris Giles       01440 762901 
Sharon Brandon  01440 786665 
Jill Davis                 01440 713137 
Mary Upton            01440 706237 

 

Churches Open for Private Prayer 
 

St Mary the Virgin Great Bradley, St Peter’s Little Thurlow and St Peter and St 
Paul’s, Kedington are opening for private prayer: 
 
St Mary the Virgin, Great Bradley is always open for private prayer. 
 
St Peter’s Little Thurlow is open daily usually at 9am and closes about 5 or 6pm. 
 
St Peter and St Paul’s will be open Wednesdays 1pm - 5pm and Sundays  
9am -1pm.  

Evening Prayer 
 

Before lockdown, a small group from the Benefice were meeting for evening prayer 
on Mondays. We have transferred this to a "virtual evening prayer" by using zoom at 
7.30pm on Mondays. If you would like to join this, please let me know. I will then e-
mail the order of service for you to print. The zoom meeting link is sent out on Mon-
day mornings. If you have not used zoom before, that doesn’t mean you can’t join us. 
I will be happy to talk you through setting it up on your phone or computer and offer 
a trial meeting so you can make sure it works.  
 
Jill Davis 01440 713137 
jill@gourmet-knights.co.uk 
 



 

 

  

Covid19 Stourhead Benefice 
Our Churches continue to be alive and active, but our buildings are closed although some 
can open for private prayer. 
At the moment details of our Sunday service are available on the website or if you would like to 
receive the weekly email with details then please do get in contact—please see details below. 
The latest advice from the Church of England website about face coverings is ‘We strongly ad-
vise that face coverings should be worn by all those attending a place of worship, including minis-
ters, worshippers, staff, volunteers, contractors and visitors, where there may be other people 
present; remembering that they are mainly intended to protect other people, not the wearer, from 
coronavirus COVID-19 and that they are not a replacement for physical distancing and regular 
hand washing.’ 
If you are in need of more information or help then please refer to the Benefice website 
www.stourheadbenefice.org or contact Fr Chris Giles 01440 762901. 

  October 2020  

Sun 4 10:00 Great Bradley  Holy Communion 

Sun 11 10:00 Great Thurlow Holy Communion  

Mon 12 19:00 Kedington  Wave of Light Service 

Sun 18 10:00 Little Thurlow Holy Communion  

Sun 25 10:00 Kedington Service of the Word & short Holy Communion  

  November 2020  

Sun 1 10:00 Great Wratting Holy Communion  

 16:00 Kedington  All Saints’ and All Souls’ Service 

Mon 2 19:30 Kedington Installation of Father Chris. (Due to limited num-

bers, by invitation only. Recording of service will be 
available. More information to follow.) 

Sun 8   9:00 Barnardiston Holy Communion  

 10:50 Great Thurlow Remembrance Service 

 10:50 Kedington Remembrance Service 

Sun 15  Great Bradley Holy Communion  

Sun 22  Great Thurlow Holy Communion  

Sun 29  Little Thurlow Holy Communion  

  December 2020  

Sun 6 10:00 Kedington Service of the Word & short Holy Communion  

    

SERVICE ROTA* 

* All services subject to current Covid19 restrictions in place at time of service. Please check Benefice 

website for more information (see below). 

The mid-week Eucharist* at Kedington on Wednesdays at 10am has now resumed. 


