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Father Chris writes  

D ear Friends 

As I write, we are approach-
ing the first day of Advent, 

Advent Sunday. The first day of Ad-
vent is the first day of a new Liturgical 
(or church) calendar and begins a 
four-week period of preparation in 
anticipation of the nativity of Jesus at 
Christmas, God’s great gift of his only 
Son for us. As we celebrate the birth 
of Jesus at Christmas, Advent re-
minds us to prepare for those cele-
brations. Advent is one of the Holiest 
times of the year, it is a very special 
time of year that sometimes gets lost 
in the bright lights of the Christmas 
season it precedes.  
 
Today, one way people like to cele-
brate is by counting down the days to 
Christmas with an Advent calendar. 
We buy our children Advent calen-
dars each year as their own way of 
counting down to Christmas morning. 
I am sure many of you have done this 
for your children, grandchildren, niec-
es and nephews. The excitement 
builds as each day passes. There are 
many different calendars, often with 
surprises like a piece of chocolate be-
hind a tiny door for each day. I have 
even seen in the shops Advent beer 
and wine calendars, which are all a 
countdown to Christmas day.  
 
On the run up to Christmas some 
years ago, my wife Laura and I went 

on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land, or-
ganised by our local Church. After go-
ing to the site of the birthplace of the 
baby Jesus in the Church of the Nativ-
ity in Bethlehem, we gathered in a 
chapel. There we read the familiar 
account in Luke’s Gospel, prayed to-
gether, and sang ‘O Little Town of 
Bethlehem’. As we prepared to leave, 
a member of our group rose to re-
mind us of the Gospel message in 
this verse of Phillips Brooks carol: 
‘How silently, how silently, the won-
drous gift is given!  
So, God imparts to human hearts the 
blessings of his heaven.  
No ear may hear Him coming, but in 
this world of sin, where meek souls 
will receive Him still, the dear Christ 
enters in.’ 
 
Advent encourages us, amidst our 
many distractions, to focus on receiv-
ing God’s gift of love and grace from 
the little child who came to us in 
Bethlehem. While we celebrate the 
birth of Jesus on December 25th, we 
should be ready also to receive Him 
whenever it is that He comes into our 
own lives. Our Lord Emmanuel, (God 
with us) is the best present we can 
receive. 

Will your heart be open and ready to 
receive Him when He comes to you? 

Every Blessing 
Fr Chris Giles 
 



 

 

   



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 “I wish it could be Christmas everyday……………….”  

 

So sings Wizzard, the Glam Rock Band of the 1970’s. I do not share their senti-
ment. For a start the weather is usually cold and wet or snowy at Christmas 
and it gets dark so early which reduces the time I can spend doing the outdoor 
activities I enjoy – gardening and cycling. Then there are all the extra things to 
do such as gift-choosing, purchasing and wrapping; sending cards; special food. 
Christmas Specials on the television which to me seems to just be an excuse to 
screen an extra episode with, often, no link to the season. Don’t get me started 
on the Christmas adverts that I’m already trying to avoid in November! 
 
Bah! Humbug! 
 
However, there are some aspects of Christmas that I do wish were with us all 
year, not least some of the Christmas carols. I am glad that our current Rector 
does not prevent the singing of Christmas carols before Christmas Day, as with 
some clergy. The words and tunes are a rich legacy from years gone by, full of 
the true message of Jesus birth. 
 
‘Away in a Manger’ is probably one of the best-known carols and the one I re-
member learning as a very small child. The third verse still brings a lump to my 
throat.  
 

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay  
Close by me for ever, And love me I pray….. 
 
A prayer for the whole year through. 
 
‘In the bleak mid-winter’ by Christina Rossetti, with its lilting melody by Gustav 
Holst, reminds me of the cold, dark season of Christmas. Verse five asks us to 
think about what is required of us in response to the birth of Jesus.  
 
What can I give him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
If I were a wise man I would play my part, 
Yet what I can give him: give my heart. 
 
 



My favourite verse of all the Christmas carols is the third verse of ‘Hark! The 
Herald Angels Sing’. Written by various songsmiths, including Charles Wesley, 
and set to a tune by Felix Mendelssohn, to me, this sums up the message of 
Christmas, which is for every day of the year. 
 

Hail the Heaven-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail the Sun of Righteousness!  
Light and life to all He brings, 
Risen with healing in His wings; 
Mild He lays His glory by 
Born that man no more may die 
Born to raise the sons of earth 
Born to give them second birth. 
Hark! The herald angels sing 
‘Glory to the new-born king.’ 
 

May you know peace and joy this Christmas and all the year through. 
 

Jill Davis 
 

The times and dates of our Christmas Carol Services are published elsewhere in 
this magazine and on the Benefice website 
http://stourheadbenefice.org/wordpress/about/ 

Kedington Parish Council 
Job Vacancy 

We are looking for an enthusiastic person to join our team  
 

Pedestrian Assistant  
 

1 hour per day 
30 minutes - 8.15 till 8.45 am  
30 minutes - 3.15 till 3.45 pm 

(Monday to Friday school term) 
 
Pay  -  £9.14 per hour during school term. A retainer of £4.57 per day is 
paid for all school holidays. 
Please send letter of interest by the 17

th
 December 2021 to John Boxall, 

Parish Clerk, Kedington Parish Council, c/o Nisa Store, Silver Street, 
Kedington, CB9 7QG or email clerk.kedingtonpc@tiscali.co.uk  
Applicants must be aged 18 years or over. If you would like an informal 
chat, please pop into the office or ring 01440 708577. 

http://stourheadbenefice.org/wordpress/about/
mailto:clerk.kedingtonpc@tiscali.co.uk


 Buddy’s Blog December 2021 
 
We all have things we are good at. In our family, there are a lot of things that we 
do well. 
 
Big brother Logan is an artist and illustrator. He also makes wooden signs to show 
people where things are. If you came to our garden in the summer, you will have 
seen some of his handiwork. 
 
Big brother Jacob is a sportsman. He plays football whenever he can get outside. 
He plays a lot with Daddy. Jacob also plays video games and knows a lot about 
modern music. 
 
Mummy is a brilliant cook! She bakes cakes of all different sizes and decorates 
them with bright colours. Opie and I are not allowed to eat them – which is a 
shame. Daddy eats them.  
 
Mummy is also good at gardening. She grows lots of vegetables and flowers. I 
know that these flowers are very valuable, so I try not to let my toys roll onto the 
flower beds. Opie is not so good at this. He doesn’t always look where he is go-
ing. 
 
Apart from eating cakes and playing football, Daddy is clever at building things 
out of wood. He has made shelters for the firewood, a home for the dustbins, 
houses for the chickens and a log cabin for us to sit in together on summer eve-
nings. He is also very good at talking to people and making them feel better when 
things go wrong. He understands that some people find life a bit much some-
times, so he helps them.  
 
I am a good guard dog. I’ve tried to teach Opie about being a guard dog, but he 
always makes a drama out of defending the house. I keep telling him that we only 
need to bark to let people know we are there. Once or maybe twice; that is all. 
That is enough to scare them from trying to come in without being invited. But 
Opie doesn’t listen to me. When someone comes towards the house Opie throws 
himself at the front door and barks over and over and over again. What a waste 
of effort! One day he will fly through the door, of that I am sure! 
 
I’m not sure that Opie is good at anything really………………… 
 
Buddy’s Blog continues on page 21. 



 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 
 

 
A Song for Christmas 

 
 
Can you guess the name of the carol or song from 

the following lines? 
 

 
1 ‘Tis the season to be jolly 
 
2 Born the King of Angels 
 
3 ‘Fear not’ said he for mighty dread  
 
4 I take a look at the driver next to me - he’s just the same 
 
5 Here we are as in olden days - happy golden days of yore 
 
6 Hurry down the chimney tonight 
 
7 And like a bright star shineth 
 
8 Dreaming of those warm, warm lazy summer days 
 
9  Did the guiding star behold 
 
10 And the running of the deer 
 
11 To Young and old, Meek and the Bold 
 
12 Children gaze open-mouthed 
 
13 If only in my Dreams 
 
14 And anyway the snow has covered all your footsteps 
 
15 On a cold winter’s night that was so deep 
 
 
 
 



 

 

  

 
KEDINGTON  
BUTCHERS 

  

TOP QUALITY  
MEATS 

  

Home-cooked 
Hams 
Game 

  
Orders taken 

01440 703119 
 
 

 
  



 

 

 

 

 
 

All Saints, Little Bradley 
 

Here is our second article in our series looking at some of the history of the 
churches in our Benefice. 
 
Little Bradley is the smallest parish in terms of population and acreage in the 
Benefice and it has the only church to pre-date the Norman Conquest. The evi-
dence from manuscript sources combines with the fabric of the building to tell 
its story. When the Haverhill and District Archaeological Group surveyed Little 
Bradley in 1989 they produced a plan of the earthworks near the church con-
cluding that they represent late Saxon/Norman settlement.  In 2014 it was con-
firmed by  a lidar survey as a late Saxon manor. This was probably held by Ulf in 
the time of Edward the Confessor, 1042-1066. It is clear from the details provid-
ed that this was All Saints, not the church of Great Bradley which has no sign of 
building before the 12th century.   
 
It was originally only a nave and chancel; you can see from 
the outside evidence of a smaller chancel with a lower roof 
but there is much discussion about it. The next stage was, 
probably, to add the tower. It used to be thought that the 
tower came first but Cautley and Taylor proved (see illustra-
tion) that the church was built before the tower by showing 
that the tower is not a complete circular building but stops 
at the straight nave west wall. It could not have stood alone.  
 
The Norman conquerors enlarged the chancel, making it longer and higher 
though slightly narrower as seen in the vestiges of the original chancel, also ex-
tant on the opposite wall. Inside, Norman arches were inserted between the 
tower, nave and chancel and narrow arched windows, the outlines still visible in 
the east wall. At this point, the footprint of the church reached its final size.   
 
There are two later periods of ‘modernisation’ of the church. In the mid-15th 

century perpendicular windows were introduced and the battlemented section 

to the tower was added which bears the coat of arms of the Underhill family, 

who had inherited the manor. The last half of the 19th century saw the renova-

tion of many Suffolk churches. In Little Bradley it was confined to the interior 

with new stained glass, pews and pulpit, reading desk and screen, an extensive 

and expensive make-over funded by the estate owner of the time, Ebenezer  



 

 

  Bird Foster, one of the Cambridge banking family. The land-owners since then 
have been careful stewards of the church. Without their care and their prede-
cessors’ care, Little Bradley church would not have survived as a rare example 
from the very early period of our history with few of the accretions and expres-
sions of ‘modernity’ and changing ‘fashion’ that other, richer parishes display.  
 
An entry in the Domesday Book records ‘Ulf, a thane, held BRADLEY as a manor 
before 1066; now [Robert] holds (it) in lordship; 7 carucates of land.  Always 14 
villagers; 12 smallholders; 6 slaves; 3 ploughs in lordship; 7 men’s ploughs. 
Meadow, 13 acres; woodland, 500 pigs.  Always 1 cob.  Then 12 cattle, now 18; 
then 60 pigs, now 53; then 20 sheep, now 63; 7 goats; 1 beehive, A church with 
15 acres of free land. Value then £6; now (£)8  It has one league in length and 7 
furlongs in width; 6d in tax’. 
 
The lordship of Little Bradley was held by the de Clare family throughout the 
Middle Ages.  Its founder, Richard held land throughout Suffolk and his relative-
ly small plots in Little Bradley and Little Thurlow were entrusted to his follow-
ers, all part of William’s invading army in 1066.  These were the men who do-
nated revenue from Little Bradley church to Stoke-by-Clare Priory which were 
recorded in charters in the first half of the 12th century 1115-1150.  Most of 
these charters specified Little Bradley but they cannot be dated exactly.  But 
some of them were confirmed by a Papal Bull in 1174 also specifying Little 
Bradley, that we gives us a first firm date for the parish. 
 
By then, Richard’s son had created the first manor, Overhall at the eastern end 
of the parish. It is on the edge of the shallow valley at around the 110m con-
tour, looking across the valley to Great Bradley Hall. The ownership of Overhall 
passed through several families in the Middle Ages, including the Geddings who 
were lords of Thurlow and are commemorated in both churches there. At the 
start of the 16th century it was held by the Poleys of Badley, through marriage 
and inheritance; the Le Huntes of Netherhall brought the two together by pur-
chasing Overhall from them in the early 1560s. It was farmed, usually by ten-
ants, consistently through to this century.  Now the land has been amalgamat-
ed with the rest of the estate but the house, built in the 18th century, is rented 
separately. 
 
The Lehuntes are commemorated on a stone monument in the chancel which 
reads: ‘Here lyeth the bodie of Richard Lehunte gent’ Sonne and heire appa-
raunt while he lived to William Lehunte of Ashen in the Co of Essex esquier.  



 

 

 

 

 
 

And also the bodie of Ann his Wife the only Daughter of Thomas Knighton of 
this towne gent’ Sonne and heire apparaunt while he lived to Thomas Knighton 
of Bayford in the countie of Hertford esquier. Which Richard died the 18 day of 
August Ano’ Dmi’ 1540 And the said Ann was after married to Thomas Soame 
gent’ by whom she had fourtene children and died the 23 day of December 
Ano’ Dmi’ 1558’. 
 
Richard and Ann‘s son, John pursued an active career as a landowner and as a 
lawyer. He was a member of the reformist group led by Burleigh and Bacon in 
court circles. The inscription on a floor brass on the north side of the chancel 
reads: ‘Here lyeth buried the body of John Le Hunt of Little Bradlye in the coun-
ty of Suffolke esquire who married Jane, the eldest daughter of Henry Colt of 
Candish in the said countye esq. and had issue by her one sone & two daugh-
ters and departed this lyfe the xvi daye of Maye in the year of Our Lord 1605’. 
 
Richard and Ann LeHunte’s daughter Alice became the second wife of John 
Daye, the most famous printer of Tudor times. His most famous work was 
Foxe’s Book of Martyrs but he printed the works of many famous names on 
different scientific and cultural subjects.   He died in Saffron Walden in 1584 on 
his way to Little Bradley and his body was brought to Little Bradley for burial.  
His memorial is one of Little Bradley’s very few claims to fame and the  inscrip-
tion tells the story of his life and repays careful study. As well as the fine brass 
placed by Alice, there is a triple memorial window in the nave given by the Sta-
tioners’ Company in 1880 as a mark of respect to John as one of the first Mas-
ters of the Company. 
 

Wendy Barnes 

Christmas is a Song of Joy and Love 
 

Christmas is a song of joy and love, 
However it is sung, however rendered, 

Rich source of childhood pleasures that will prove 
In later life a lesson long remembered. 

So may you share the joys of Christmas time, 
Though still a child, by giving more and more, 

Making child and adult combine 
As slowly, slowly you approach that door, 

Surer of what giving might be for. 
 

©Association of Church Editors 



 

 

  ADVENT COLOURS 
 

During December we begin to see Christmas decorations, flashing lights, trees, 
wreaths and Advent calendars all around us. As the world outside becomes grey 
and cold, we brighten things up with lots of colour. Red, green, silver and gold 
are the most popular colours. 
 
In the church the colour purple reminds us that it is a time of the three PPPS 
(penitence, preparation and priorities). We also create a large wreath and deco-
rate the buildings for carol services.  
 
There is one colour that you don’t see much of during this season – the colour 
blue. Apart from in Mary’s dress, there is not much blue about. And yet at this 
time of year there are lots of people that do feel blue, they feel sad and lonely. 
It may be because they have lost someone that they love, that they have lost 
their home or their job, that someone they love is in danger or is ill, that they 
don’t have enough food or fuel, or that they feel that nobody cares about them. 
There are many people that find Christmas a depressing time of year. 
 
I used to find the Band Aid song – written with the best intentions but with aw-
ful lyrics – really annoying. People in the third world know it’s Christmas; they 
just don’t have the means or the desire to celebrate it the way we do. 
 
The first Christmas was probably not very colourful either. Just a lot of earth 
shades and then dazzling light when the angels appeared. There was Mary – un-
able to find a room in Bethlehem – imagine that when you’re about to give 
birth. I’m sure Joseph was given a piece of her mind: he did his best but sharing 
with animals cannot have been pleasant! Then a whole load of smelly shep-
herds turn up when all you want is to sleep. Perhaps the wise men were more 
colourful with some presents - just three, not a big pile. 
  
Then the family have to flee to Egypt and Herod has all children under two 
slaughtered. Plenty of red there. The first Christmas probably had more in com-
mon with lives of people in Afganistan today than the way we celebrate it. 
There are still so many terrible things happening that can make us feel blue 
about humanity.  
 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 Yet we should not be sad - that is not what we are called to do. Because in that 
small child lying in that dark and smelly stable, God gave humanity a great gift; 
a gift symbolised by our advent wreath. 
 
On our wreath there are four candles representing Peace, Love, Hope and Joy. 
The gifts that Christ offers to us. And even in parts of the world where there 
seems to be little peace, even when people do not feel loved and struggle to 
feel joy – there is still hope. The hope of salvation. 
 
We should be joyful – rejoicing in the gift we have been given. Surely this is the 
message the church offers to the suffering at Christmas – there is nothing so 
bad and nowhere too awful because Christ is there with you. He will hold you, 
he will save you. He says ‘Don’t be afraid, I am with you always’. 
 
Now for some science. We can see colour because of the refraction of light. 
Without light there would be no colours. The light of Christ – represented by 
the candle in the centre of the wreath – makes all colours wonderful. All that 
we are, even the blue bits, glow in the reflection.  
 
We should be sparkling with Christ’s glory – glowing with his love. 
 
I hope you all have a sparkling, colourful Christmas. 

Sharon Brandon 

Wishing all our Benefice news readers a very Happy and  
Blessed Christmas 

 
A Christmas Prayer 
Holy Jesus, 
by being born one of us, 
and lying humbly in a manger, 
you show how much God loves the world. 
Let the light of your love always shine in our hearts, 
until we reach our home in heaven, 
and see you on your throne of glory. Amen. 
 
©Association of Church Editors 



 

 

  

 

G M FLOORING 

07966 959 549 

 

Carpets, Amtico, Karndean, Vinyls, Matting and 
floor screeding. 

 
Can supply all leading brands of flooring. Samples on request. 

 
Domestic & commercial work undertaken. 

 

Call Graeme on 07966 959 549 
or email 

graememalyon@hotmail.com 
 

Based in Barnardiston, Suffolk. 

mailto:graememalyon@hotmail.com


 

 

 

 

 
 

 Thurlow WI – Looking forward into 2022 
 

Would you like to: 
• Be part of a small group of ladies of all ages that like to have fun 
• Make new friends 
• Enjoy some good speakers on a variety of subjects 
• Have a go at some hands on crafts 
• Go on trips to theatres, gardens etc. 
• Feel connected to your local community 
•  

If you answer yes: 
Come along to visit and try us out for a couple of months and see if it’s 

something you might like. 
Mail us at thurlowwi@gmail.com or pop into Thurlow village hall on the 

second Tuesday of the month from 7.30pm (not in December though     
as we will be out for dinner) and one of our lovely ladies will let you 
know more.  

 
Planned events for next year to include: 

• Sea Shanties 
• Basket making 
• Clog dancing 
• River trip 

And many more fun-themed evenings 

Christmas thoughts to ponder 
 
• You can tell a lot about a person by the way they handle three things: a 

rainy day, lost luggage and tangled Christmas tree lights. 
• Cut your own wood and it will warm you twice. 
• Christmas isn’t a date – it’s a state of mind and heart. 
• Don’t wait for people to be friendly, show them how. 
• Your merry Christmas may depend on what others do for you; but your 

happy New Year will depend on what you do for others. 
• If you don’t feel it is Christmas in your heart, 
  you will never find it under a tree. 
 
©Association of Church Editors 
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If you wish to advertise in this publication, please contact Jill Davis 
01440 713137 or jill@gourmet-knights.co.uk 

Well-Seasoned Hardwood 
Firewood for Sale 

 

From Little Bradley Estate 
 

Delivered (locally) in 1 m3 containers (£125) 
or loose for £175 for c. 1.75 cu. metre 

 
Contact: Colin 07860 841929 
Colin@littlebradleyhall.co.uk 

Example of 1 cubic metre container 
(Maximum length of 12” or smaller) 

Answers to song quiz: 1 Deck the Halls, 2 O Come All ye Faithful, 3 While Shep-

herds watched their flocks, 4 Driving Home for Christmas, 5 Have yourself a 

Merry Little Christmas, 6 Santa Baby, 7 In Dulci jubilo, 8 It’s gonna be a cold, 

cold Christmas, 9 As with Gladness Men of Old, 10 The Holly and the Ivy,  

11 Carol of the Bells, 12 Walking in the Air, 13 I’ll be Home for Christmas,  

14 A Winter’s Tale, 15 The First Nowell. 

mailto:Colin@littlebradleyhall.co.uk


 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 
 

Buddy’s Blog continued - December 2021 
 

Since I wrote my last blog, little brother Opie has shown me what he is good at.  
 
He can open doors.  
 
What a clever little guy he is! He has worked out how to 
press the door handle down so the door opens and I push 
against it and …………….. tadah! This means that we can get 
to where we want to go without having to ask Mummy or 
Daddy or Logan or Jacob. We can get into the kitchen. We 
can get outside into the garden. We can even get into the 
Secret Garden where we can bark at the chickens.  
 
I’m sorry I was so hard on Opie by saying he is not good at 
anything. He is only young and I’m sure he will learn more things as time goes 
on, if we are all patient with him. 
 
1 Peter 4 v 10 ‘God has given each of you gifts ……….. Use them well to serve 
one another’. 

 
Is re-opening on Nov 10th 2021 

 

 
 
 

This is a weekly drop-in safe space for anyone experiencing mental health chal-
lenges of any description. You are guaranteed a listening and understanding ear. 
We can help you with depression, anxiety, disappointment & loneliness, anger, 
forgiveness, self-acceptance & low self-esteem, healthy relationships, shame and 
resilience. 
Whatever your mental health challenges, we are here to give you support. Our 
volunteers bring differing skills including counselling, psychology, and mental 
health advocacy.   
Every Wednesday 10.00-12.00 in the Methodist Church Hall, Camps Road  
Haverhill CB9 8HF. Car parking available. This is a free service. This resource is be-
ing supported by Haverhill Methodist Church. 
Contact: openmindinfo8@gmail.com  

mailto:openmindinfo8@gmail.com


 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 
 

Events Diary  

All events subject to current Covid-19 restrictions in place at time of diary event. 

Date  Time Event 

3 December From 6pm Carol Sing-a-Long Haverhill Late Night Shopping 
Haverhill & District Churches Together 

4 December 12 Noon Outdoor Nativity & Carols Live starting at 
Haverhill Methodist Church, Haverhill & District 
Churches Together 

5 December 2 -4pm Great Bradley Christmas Craft Fair in the village 
hall - free entry 

   



 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 
 

Gospel Readings during December 

   

 5 2nd Sunday of Advent Luke        3: 1 - 6 

12 3rd Sunday of Advent Luke        3: 7 - 18 

19 4th Sunday of Advent Luke        1:39 - 45 

25 Christmas Day Luke        2: 1 - 14 

26 Feast of Saint Stephen Matthew 10:17 - 22 

   

Gospel Readings during January 

   

  2 2nd Sunday of Christmas John 1:1 - 9 

  9 The Baptism of Christ (Epiphany) Luke 3:15 - 17, 21 - 22 

17 2nd Sunday of Epiphany John 2:1 - 11 

23 3rd Sunday of Epiphany Luke 4:14 - 21 

30 Candlemass Sunday Luke 2:22 - 40 

   

QR code for  
Stourhead Benefice website 



 

 

   

Home Communion – Pastoral Care 
 

The Blessed Sacrament is perpetually reserved for the Communion of 
the housebound, the sick and dying. Please inform Fr Chris, or a mem-
ber of the Ministry Team, of parishioners who are sick or in hospital, and 
of those who are in need of pastoral care. 
 

Ministry Team 
Fr Chris Giles       01440 762901 
Sharon Brandon  01440 786665 
Jill Davis                 01440 713137 
Mary Upton            01440 706237 

Baptisms: We welcome into God’s family Emily Martin who was baptised at 
Great Thurlow on 10th October, Elizabeth Myatt who was baptised at Keding-
ton on 23rd October and Rupert Burrett who was baptised at Kedington on 
21st November. 
Holy Matrimony: We congratulate Charlotte Axson and Mark Hughes who 
were married at All Saints Little Bradley on 9th October. We wish them well at 
the start of their life together. 
Funeral: The funeral of the late Robert King took place at Cam Valley Cremato-
rium on 12th October. 
 

‘May they rest in peace and rise in glory’ 
 

Thinking of a christening or a wedding in church? Please take a look at our Ben-
efice website where there is useful information about both baptisms and wed-
dings. 

Churches in the Benefice open for Private Prayer: 
St Mary the Virgin, Great Bradley is always open for private prayer. 
 
St Peter’s Little Thurlow is open daily usually at 9am and closes about 5 or 6pm. 
 
St Peter and St Paul’s will be open daily between 9am and 4pm.  
 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Evening Prayer on Mondays - new time 

 
Before lockdown, a small group from the Benefice were meeting for evening 
prayer on Mondays. When lockdown started, we transferred this to a ‘virtual 
evening prayer by using Zoom. 
 
We continue to pray on Mondays, sometimes on Zoom and other times in 
Kedington Church at the new time of 6.15pm. 
 
If you would like to join us, please speak to Fr Chris or one of the Ministry 
Team.  
 

Christmas Services during December 
in the Stourhead Benefice 

  

Friday 17 19:00 Carol Service at Great Wratting 

Sunday 19 16:00 Carol Service at Kedington 

  18.30 Carol Service at Little Wratting 

Monday 20 18:30 Carol Service at Great Thurlow 

Thursday 23 18.30 Carol Service at Great Bradley 

Friday 24 15:00 Crib Service at Kedington 

  16.30 Carol Service at Little Thurlow 

  18.30 Carol Service at Little Bradley 

  19:00 Carol Service at Barnardiston 

  23:30 Midnight Mass at Kedington 

Saturday 25 10:00 Christmas Day Eucharist at  
Little Thurlow 

Sunday 26 10:00 The Feast of St Stephen at  
Great Bradley 

    



 

 

  

   December 2021  

Sun  5 10:00 Little Bradley Holy Communion  

  10:00 Kedington Family Service - Christingle 

Sun 12   8:00 Kedington Said Holy Communion 

  10:00 Great Thurlow Holy Communion 

Sun  19 10:00 Little Thurlow Holy Communion 

   Great Wratting Family Service 

Sun  26 10:00 Great Bradley Holy Communion - St Stephen 

     

   January  2021  

Sun  2 10:00 Kedington  Holy Communion  

  10:00 Little Bradley Family Service 

Sun  9   8:00 Kedington Said Holy Communion 

  10: 00 Great Thurlow Holy Communion 

Sun 16 10:00 Great Wratting Holy Communion   

   Little Thurlow Family Service 

Sun 23 10:00 Great Bradley Holy Communion   

  18:00 Kedington Evensong 

Sun 30 10:00 Barnardiston Holy Communion 

   Lt Wratting Family Service 

     

   February 2022  

Sun  6 10:00 Little Bradley Holy Communion 

  10:00 Kedington Family service 

SERVICE ROTA
* 

Sunday Services for all Christmas services from 17 Dec please 

see inside back cover  

 Mid-week Eucharist* at Kedington on Wednesdays at 10am  

*All services subject to current Covid-19 restrictions in place at time of service. Please check Benefice 

website for more information www.stourheadbenefice.org or contact Fr Chris Giles 01440 762901.  
Good hygiene practises are maintained during Holy Communion.  


