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Father Chris writes 

D ear Friends 
 
As I write, we are in mid-

November and back in lockdown, and we 
have heard this week that a vaccine is on 
its way. We are still unsure what Christ-
mas will look like in our parishes as Ad-
vent fast approaches. We are making 
plans in the hope we can celebrate in the 
familiar ways we are used to. 
 
Advent is my favourite time of the year, 
it’s the countdown to Christmas! As a 
child we had an Advent wreath in the 
house with candles, it was my grand-
mother’s. Much like we do in our church-
es each Sunday of Advent, we would light 
another one of those candles each week 
until that final white candle on Christmas 
morning. I pray, we can spend the Advent 
Sundays together with the lighting of 
those candles.  
 
Advent begins, the liturgical time which 
prepares us for Christmas, inviting us to 
lift our gaze and open our hearts to wel-
come Jesus. During Advent we do not 
just live in anticipation of Christmas; we 
are also called to rekindle the anticipa-
tion of the glorious return of Jesus.  
 
Advent looks backs in order to look for-
ward. The celebration of the first coming 
of Jesus Christ in the stable at Bethlehem 
has meaning and purpose because of our 
hope and expectation of His second com-
ing on the clouds of glory. Christmas is 
not a memorial of a thing past and gone, 
but effectual preparation for what is to 
come. 

 
Advent begins in penitence, the colour 
purple, the symbol for Christians of prep-
aration and forgiveness. We reflect on 
our lives and realise our inadequacies. 
But we do not remain focused on our-
selves, for Advent calls us to look joyfully 
to God, who is coming to complete His 
salvation. And the great symbol of Ad-
vent is the increase of light. Candles are 
lit in ever greater number. 
 
This often begins with our Christingle ser-
vices. It has been such a joy in the past 
for me, welcoming those children and ex-
plaining the meaning of the Christingle. 
At the point where we light the 
Christingles, with the church lights 
dimmed, I would light the first candle. It 
is amazing how just that one, small can-
dle can shine so bright in the dark. This, I 
explain, is that light of Jesus, shining for 
the first time from that stable in Bethle-
hem. As each further candle is lit, until 
the last, I explain, this is the light that has 
spread around the world, filling hearts 
with the love of Jesus ever since.  
 
I pray, that each one of you experience a 
blessed Christmas, and that, as you light 
your own candles at home, you remem-
ber and again experience the true Christ-
mas light of Jesus. Because, without the 
light there is no purpose to this life. 
Without the light there is no hope. We 
need the light of God that reveals every-
thing. 
 
Every Blessing 
Fr Chris 



 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 
 

A Mother’s Miracle 
 

One of the most well-know miracles of Jesus is the feeding of the five thousand.  It 
appears in all three of the Gospel accounts of Jesus’ life on earth. Here is part of the 
account in John’s gospel. 
“When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, he said to Phil-
ip, “Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?” …… “It would take more than 
half a year’s wages to buy enough bread for each one to have a bite!” Another of his 
disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up, “Here is a boy with five small bar-
ley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go among so many?” ……  Jesus 
then took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to those who were seated as much 
as they wanted. He did the same with the fish.  When they had all had enough to eat, 
he said to his disciples, “Gather the pieces that are left over. Let nothing be wast-
ed.” So they gathered them and filled twelve baskets with the pieces of the five bar-
ley loaves left over by those who had eaten.” 
One of the people who played a big part in this miracle is not actually mentioned in 
any of the Biblical accounts. We are often asked to consider the boy who gave his 
lunch of fish and bread to Jesus. Sometimes we think of Jesus’ disciples who looked 
for an easy way out and suggested sending the crowds to the local towns to find 
food. The imaginative preacher tries to give a point of view of those in the crowd. In 
a recent sermon about this miracle I was pointed to someone else - the mother of 
the boy who gave his lunch. 
If this woman had been told that her actions that morning would impact on the work 
of the Teacher who was in their area, she would have most likely dismissed the idea. 
If she had been told that the packing of a lunch for her boy would be used to feed 
five thousand people, I imagine she would have hesitated or even decided not to 
pack the lunch nor let her son go and be part of the crowd. If she was told on that 
morning that two thousand years later people would marvel at the miracle that be-
gan with her boy giving his packed lunch away, I think she might have fainted on the 
spot!  
Her actions on their own are not extraordinary. However, as part of a series of events 
it was the start of one of the best-known and practical miracles of Jesus. She was do-
ing what she found easy and the most natural thing for a mother to do, feeding her 
son. We all have gifts, things we are good at. Maybe we don’t give these gifts a sec-
ond thought because they come so naturally to us. 
We can’t solve the world’s problems on our own, but if we 
do what we can, when we can, and allow God to turn our 
simple actions into miracles, we might be surprised at 
what can be achieved. 
 
Jill Davis 





A blessing on those who have shielded 
 
 For those of us who have shielded, may you remain our protection. 
 For those of us set free and yet still unable to walk to the end of the driveway 

– may you be our strength. 
 For those now able to catch up with family we have missed for so long, may 

you be our restoration and help the glue of our relationships hold together. 
 May you hold us together. 
 For those of us released but still lonely, may you be present. 
 For those with a letter of liberation, and yet still living with the diagnosis that 

inspired it, may you bring healing and wholeness and perhaps a glimmer of 
holiness. 

 Whether we are excited or terrified or somewhere in between – be the I Am 
that flings the stars and paints sunrises and moves mountains with us , 
around us and within us we pray. 

 
Jo Cox-Darling 

Reproduced with permission 



 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 
 

Visiting at Christmas (in non-Covid times) 
 
A man in Scotland calls his son in London the day before Christmas Eve and says, “I 
hate to ruin your day but I have to tell you that your mother and I are divorcing; for-
ty-five years of misery is enough.”  
 
"Dad, what are you talking about?" the son screams. 
 
“We can't stand the sight of each other any longer” the father says. 
“We're sick of each other and I'm sick of talking about this, so you call your sister in 
Leeds and tell her.” 
 
Frantically, the son calls his sister, who explodes on the phone. “Like hell they're 
getting divorced!” she shouts, “I'll take care of this!” 
 
She calls Scotland immediately, and screams at her father “You are NOT getting di-
vorced. Don't do a single thing until I get there. I'm calling my brother back, and we'll 
both be there tomorrow. Until then, don't do a thing, DO YOU HEAR ME?” and hangs 
up. 
 
The old man hangs up his phone and turns to his wife. "Sorted! They're coming for 
Christmas and they're paying their own way." 

 
 
 

A Christmas Prayer 
 

Holy Jesus 
by being born one of us, 

and lying humbly in a manger, 
you show us how much God loves the world. 

Let the light of your love  
always shine in our hearts, 

until we reach our home in heaven, 
and see you on your throne of glory. 

Amen 
 
©Church of England 

Wishing all our Readers a Happy Christmas 



 

 

  

A Song for Christmas 
 
Can you guess the name of the carol or song from the 

following lines? 
 

1 When like stars His children crowned 
 
2 Two thousand years of wrong 
 
3 There’s a world outside your window 
 
4 No ear may hear His coming 
 
5 Brightly shone the moon that night 
 
6 With every Christmas card I write 
 
7 It’ll be cold so cold without you to hold 
 
8 They shouted out with glee 
 
9 I ask Thee to stay 
 
10 Does your granny always tell you that the old songs are the         
best 
 
11 Children singing Christian rhyme 
 
12 Shepherds quake at the sight 
 
13 Top to toe in tailbacks 
 
14 Wish I was at home for Christmas 
 
15 Born that man no more may die 
 
16 Westward leading still proceeding 
 
17 Snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow 
 
18 A silent wish sails the seven seas 
 
19 Over the fields we go 
 
20 When we were gone astray 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Drive-in Christmas 
Carol Service 

(Subject to government restrictions) 
 

Kedington Community Centre Car Park 

Sunday 20 December 2020 2pm 

Booking essential - Call Jill on 01440 713137 
  

 
  

Pause for thought 

The more we receive in silent prayer, the more we can give in active life. 

 

If you walk with confidence facing the sun, any shadows are behind you. 

 

One of the great things about believing in God is that He can complete what we 

leave undone. 

 

Things today are a lot like they used to be back in the days when things were 

different from how they are now. 

 

Why do we want to be at the front of the bus, drive in the middle of the road, 

and sit at the back of the church? 

© Church Editors Association 



 

 

  Advent became Shedvent 

Last year a church on the south coast came up with a creative way to celebrate 
Advent. Worshippers and community groups created a life-size Advent calendar, 
based in a garden shed.  

At St Nicholas Church, Bedhampton, from 1st-24th December people were invit-
ed to 'Shedvent', where the inside of a shed was decorated and people sang or 
shared a Christmas carol in various creative ways. Organisers Gill and Roger 
Matthews recruited church and community groups, including the local primary 
school, Cubs, Guides, mothers and toddlers group, WI and church groups to all 
have a go.  

The theme was Christmas carols and every day the empty shed was filled with 
something different. People were dressed up inside the shed to illustrate 'Silent 
Night', and there was a re-creation of Bethlehem in cardboard for 'O Little Town 
of Bethlehem'. Each day at 5pm the shed doors were flung open to reveal that 
day's surprise decoration. Carols told or sung in various ways reflected different 
parts of Christmas. The rector of Bedhampton, said "We're serving the commu-
nity of Bedhampton by sharing God's love and friendship, which means that we 
want to share the love of God and remind people as we walk up towards Christ-
mas, we are walking towards Jesus who is our Saviour, who came not just gen-
erally for people, but specifically for you. We want to remind people that in a 
friendly and easy-to-understand way, this is all part of being part of the commu-
nity and it was lovely that so many people were getting involved.” 

 
©Association of Church Editors 

A Christmas Reflection by Archbishop Justin Welby  

A light amidst the difficulties of this year has been the way people have 
cared for each other with generosity and courage. Cynicism about commu-
nity has been overwhelmed by love for neighbour. 
It has been stressful and anxious, but we have not shut ourselves off from 
each other. There have been countless wonderful acts of kindness and 
care, often sacrificial ones.  
We’ve seen these acts of goodness in health and in care, we’ve seen them 
in the community and in our neighbourhoods. Most often they have come 
not from power or position but from love and vulnerability. 
That’s exactly the sort of love that we celebrate at Christmas, love that gets 
its hands dirty. Love that is open and generous. Love that, without great 
ceremony, makes a difference. 
May we find that love, God’s love in Jesus Christ, this Christmas. May we 
share that love, God’s love in us, this Christmas. And as we receive, and as 
we give, may we know the comfort and the joy that is God’s gift to us. 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Christingle at Kedington Church  
in aid of the Children’s Society  
Sunday 13th December at 3pm 

 
Hannah Ratcliffe from the Children’s Society  

will be speaking.  

Thank you 
 

Many thanks to all those who have supported our financial appeal at St Pe-
ter & St Paul’s Kedington in October, which was held as we have been un-
able to hold our usual fund-raising events during this year of Covid-19 re-
strictions. Thank you too to all those who organised the appeal and delivery 
of the letters. More details on the appeal in the next Benefice News.  

 
Isaiah 40:31 But those who hope in the Lord will  
renew their strength.  
They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and 
not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint. 

 

G M FLOORING 

07966 959 549 

 

Carpets, Amtico, Karndean, Vinyls, Matting and 
floor screeding. 

 
Can supply all leading brands of flooring. Samples on request. 

 
Domestic & commercial work undertaken. 

 

Call Graeme on 07966 959 549 
or email 

graememalyon@hotmail.com 
 

Based in Barnardiston, Suffolk. 

mailto:graememalyon@hotmail.com


 

 

  

Answers to Christmas song quiz: 1, Once in Royal David’s City: 2, It came upon the midnight 
clear: 3, Do they know it’s Christmas: 4, O Little Town of Bethlehem: 5, Good King Wenceslas: 6, 
I’m dreaming of a White Christmas: 7, Lonely this Christmas: 8, Rudolph the red-nosed reindeer: 
9’ Away in a Manger: 10, Merry Christmas Everybody: 11, Mistletoe and Wine: 12, Silent Night: 
13, Driving home for Christmas: 14, Stop the Calvary: 15, Hark the herald Angels Sing: 16, We 
Three Kings: 17, In the bleak mid- winter: 18,  When a child is born: 19, Jingle bells: 20, God 
rest ye merry gentlemen. 



 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 
 

Buddy’s Blog No 2 
 
We’ve lived here for 5 months now so I feel like I know my way around my new 
home now. The door with the bell is the door I patrol when I am in the house. That is 
my job. I have to protect everyone. The windows at the front are low enough for me 
to see who is walking up the path. I bark loud to tell the family someone is there, 
just in case they don’t hear the bell.  
 
Out the back is where I can run free. Those strange birds live in a cage in the secret 
garden. I like to push my nose up against the cage and watch them scrap around in 
the dirt. One of them makes a lot of noise. Almost as much as me. Mummy said he is 
supposed to be like a wake-up call. Huh! Someone needs to re-set his clock. He 
crows at all hours of the day. Not very reliable if you ask me.  
 
Other birds fly into our garden. Lots of the Grey Birds. I like to wait until they are just 
about to land on a branch or on the grass and then I run towards them, barking. 
Mummy doesn’t want the Grey Birds landing in the garden and eating things she has 
planted or grown so I make sure they get the message. I don’t think they are very 
bright; they still come back. So I bark at them again. I can keep this up all day. 
 
While I am in the garden, I often hear people walking on the other side of the fence. 
I’m not sure what is on that side of the fence. In recent weeks, since moving to this 
place, I have seen long black cars go past and into the bit behind that fence. People 
in black jackets and coats walk slowly; like they don’t really want to be there. Daddy 
goes out to be with them; wearing his long clothes and his white collar. He doesn’t 
come back for a while. Sometimes he stays outside until all the people wearing black 
have gone. He is quiet after one of those times. He sits and thinks and fusses my 
head and ears if I sit by him. I don’t try and climb on his lap. Something tells me he 
wouldn’t like that. Not then.  
 
All through the day, people walk on the other side of the fence and 
talk quietly. I can’t hear what they say but I hear their footsteps and 
smell them through the holes in the fence. Sometimes I hear cry-
ing. I don’t bark but I want them to know I am listening and that I 
hear that they are sad. I push my nose through the little holes in 
the fence and snort. I don’t mean to be rude. I want them to know I 
am there. I am listening to them. If they are sad, it’s OK.   
 
Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for 
you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. Psalm 23 



 

 

  

 
If you wish to advertise in this 
publication, please contact 
Jill Davis 01440 713137 or 
jill@gourmet-knights.co.uk 

 
KEDINGTON  
BUTCHERS 

  

TOP QUALITY  
MEATS 

  

Home-cooked 
Hams 
Game 

  
Orders taken 

01440 703119 
 
 

 
  



 

 

 

 

 
 

Funeral: The funeral of the late Jacqueline Farrant took place at Kedington on 13th 
November. The funeral of the late Allan Sparrow was held at Great Thurlow on 26th 
November.  

‘May they rest in peace and rise in glory’ 
 
Thinking of a christening or a wedding in church? Please take a look at our benefice 
website where there is useful information about both baptisms and weddings. 
 

Events Diary*  

Date  Time Event 

Thursdays 2-4pm Centre Café at Kedington Community Centre 

* All events subject to current Covid19 restrictions in place at time of diary event. 

Gospel readings during December 

   

   

6 2nd Sunday of Advent Mark 1:1-8  

13 3rd Sunday of Advent John 1:6-8, 19-28 

20 4th Sunday of Advent Luke 1:26-38 

24 Christmas Eve Luke 1:67-69 

25 Christmas Day John 1:1-14 

27 First Sunday of Christmas John the Apostle John 21: 1-end 

   

   

Gospel Readings during January 

   

   

3 Epiphany Matthew 2:1-12 

10 2nd Sunday of Epiphany Mark 1:4-11 

17 3rd Sunday of Epiphany John 1:43-end 

24  4th Sunday of Epiphany John 2:1-11 

31 Candlemas Luke 2:22-40 

   
   



 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 
 

St Mary's Great Bradley Farm Hamper Draw 
 

We couldn't hold a Fete this year but the famous Great Bradley 
Farm Hamper Draw still took place! 
 
A big thank you to everyone from Great Bradley and the  
Benefice who bought tickets and congratulations to the lucky 
winners: 
 

   First prize:    Robin Vestey 
   Second prize:   Helena Crawford 
   Third prize:    Dan Mayes 
   Fourth prize:    Rod Pass 
   Fifth prize:    Keith Willington 
   Surprise bonus prize: Ernie May 
 

Prizes will be distributed at the beginning of December, when Covid-
restrictions allow. 
 
We are very grateful to Great Bradley Estate for organising this successful 
fundraising event. 
 
Sue Ireland 

Time for a Smile 

 

Four bishops decided to keep in touch with each other in their retire-
ment. They thought it would be good to play golf occasionally, so they 
met one morning as arranged, wearing various styles of golfing dress. 
They hired a caddy to drive the cart holding them and their clubs.  
 
After one particularly bad hole, the caddy asked, "Do you guys happen 
to be churchmen by any chance?”  
 
The bishops were puzzled by the questions and one replied, “Yes we 
are, but why do you ask?”  
 
The caddy said, “Oh, that’s easy; it’s the first time I have come across 
such bad golf and such clean language." 
 
©Association of Church Editors 



 

 

  

QR code for  
Stourhead Benefice website 

2021  
 
As a New Year fast approaches perhaps 
the following prayer is one to keep in 
mind. 
 
Prayer of Saint Teresa of Avila 
 
Let nothing disturb you, 
Let nothing frighten you, 
All things are passing away: 
God never changes. 
Patience obtains all things 
Whoever has God lacks nothing; 
God alone suffices. 
 
-St Teresa of Avila 

Shepherds 

 

One Sunday a minister preached 
about shepherds.  He explained 
that sheep need lots of guidance, 
and that a shepherd's job is to stay 
close to the sheep, protect them 
from wild animals, and keep them 
from wandering off.  He said that 
the people of the church were  
God's sheep.  
Then he asked, "If you are the 
sheep, who is the shepherd?",  
hoping they would say he was the 
shepherd.  
After a few seconds, a young boy 
piped up. “Jesus must be the shep-
herd."  
So the minister then asked,  "Well, 
then, who am I?"  
 
One of the girls answered immedi-
ately, "You must be the sheep dog!" 
 
©Association of Church Editors 

 When it's all over 
 

 

When the song of the angels 
is stilled 
When the star in the sky is 
gone, 
When the kings and princes 
are home 
When the shepherds are back 
with their flocks 
The work of Christmas 
 begins….. 
  
To find the lost 
To heal the broken 
To feed the hungry 
To release the prisoner 
To rebuild the nations 
To bring peace among  
 the people 
To make music in the heart. 

 
 
 
 
©Association of Church Editors 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Home Communion – Pastoral Care 
 

The Blessed Sacrament is perpetually reserved for the Communion of 
the housebound, the sick and dying. Please inform Fr Chris or a member 
of the ministry team, of parishioners who are sick or in hospital, and of 
those who are in need of pastoral care. 
 

Ministry Team 
Fr Chris Giles       01440 762901 
Sharon Brandon  01440 786665 
Jill Davis                 01440 713137 
Mary Upton            01440 706237 

 

Churches Open for Private Prayer 
 

St Mary the Virgin Great Bradley, St Peter’s Little Thurlow and St Peter and St 
Paul’s, Kedington are opening for private prayer: 
 
St Mary the Virgin, Great Bradley is always open for private prayer. 
 
St Peter’s Little Thurlow is open daily usually at 9am and closes about 5 or 6pm. 
 
St Peter and St Paul’s will be open daily between 9am and 4pm.  
 

Evening Prayer 
 

Before lockdown, a small group from the Benefice were meeting for evening prayer 
on Mondays. We have transferred this to a "virtual evening prayer" by using zoom at 
7.30pm on Mondays. If you would like to join this, please let me know. I will then e-
mail the order of service for you to print. The zoom meeting link is sent out on Mon-
day mornings. If you have not used zoom before, that doesn’t mean you can’t join us. 
I will be happy to talk you through setting it up on your phone or computer and offer 
a trial meeting so you can make sure it works.  
 
Jill Davis 01440 713137 
jill@gourmet-knights.co.uk 
 



 

 

  

   December 2020  

Sun  6 10:00 Great Bradley  Holy Communion 

Sun 13 10:00 Great Wratting Holy Communion  

  10:00 Little Bradley Service of the Word 

  15:00 Kedington Christingle 

  16:30 Barnardiston Evening Prayer 

Sun 20 10:00 Little Thurlow Holy Communion 

  14:00 Kedington Drive-in Carol Service at KCA 

Wed 23 18:00 Great Bradley Carols 

Thu 24 15:00 Kedington Christmas Eve Crib Event 

  17:00 Little Thurlow Christmas Eve Carols 

  18:30 Little Bradley Christmas Eve Carols 

  23:30 Kedington Midnight Mass  (1st Communion of Christmas) 

Fri 25 10: 00 Great Thurlow Christmas Day Holy Communion 

Sun 27 10:00 Kedington Holy Communion 

   January 2021  

Sun 3 10:00 Great Bradley Holy Communion  

Sun 10 10:00 Great Wratting Holy Communion  

  16:30 Barnardiston Evening Prayer 

Sun 17 10:00 Little Thurlow Holy Communion  

Sun 24 10:00 Great Thurlow Holy Communion  

Sun 31 10:00 Kedington Service of the Word 

  10:00 Little Bradley Holy Communion 

   February 2021  

Sun 7 10:00 Great Wratting Holy Communion  

SERVICE ROTA* 

* All services subject to current Covid-19 restrictions in place at time of service. Please check Benefice 
website for more information www.stourheadbenefice.org or contact Fr Chris Giles 01440 762901. It is 
hoped that our planned services will be able to resume after 2nd December - as before ‘face coverings 
should be worn by all those attending a place of worship; remembering that they are mainly intended to 
protect other people, not the wearer, from Covid-19 and that they are not a replacement for physical dis-
tancing and regular hand washing.’ 

The mid-week Eucharist* at Kedington on Wednesdays at 10am will resume when possible.  


