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Father Chris writes  

D ear Friends 
 
As I write, we are fast ap-

proaching Advent. For most of us, 
Christmas is a time of happiness and 
sharing as we wait to celebrate to-
gether. But what about those peo-
ple for whom Christmas is a chal-
lenging time? Those who are alone, 
or frightened or facing hardship at 
this time of year? We can make this 
Advent an opportunity to think 
about those that are less fortunate 
than us – people who are waiting 
for Christmas in the same way we 
are, but with very different thoughts 
to ours. What about a refugee from 
Ukraine for example, what would 
their Christmas be like? 
 
Most of us will experience Christ-
mas in comfort this year, surround-
ed by loved ones, but it can be easy 
to forget that Christmas is not a joy-
ful time for everyone. There will in-
evitably be people in our villages, at 
work and members of our immedi-
ate or wider families for whom this 
time of year presents difficulties. 
Often feelings of sadness or loneli-
ness become more acute during the 
festive season. There will be some 
trying to cope with personal loss at 
a time when other people might 
seem to have forgotten that some-
one significant is now absent. 

 
 
Should we celebrate less then, as 
we think of those for whom Christ-
mas ‘is not Christmas’? Whether we 
are joyfully reflecting on Jesus’s 
birth and all that this means, or 
simply feeling blessed to be sur-
rounded by loved ones, I do not 
think we should lose our sense of 
celebration, the good things in life 
ought to be cherished. However, 
that does not mean we should shy 
away from those who find Christmas 
challenging. So, what can we do to 
try to make sense of and balance 
these apparently contradictory feel-
ings? 
 
Maybe we could consider inviting a 
relative or an old friend who might 
be facing their first Christmas alone 
to spend Christmas with us. A family 
who is struggling financially might 
be overjoyed to receive a home-
made Christmas pudding, or even a 
voucher to purchase a turkey, that 
they otherwise might not have been 
able to afford. In more private ways, 
we can also make a positive impact 
to those a little closer to home. At 
this time, a group of people in one 
of our villages is putting together 
present parcels to give to two of our 
local schools to distribute to any 
families they feel might be in need.  



 

 

  Small gestures might not seem 
worthwhile, or we might feel or ap-
pear to be ‘interfering’, but I believe 
that these sorts of gestures, showing 
that we care about others’ Christ-
mases, are an easy and effective way 
of reaching out to share the mes-

sage of Christmas: that God be-
comes present to us. 

 

Every blessing                                                                                                               
Fr Chris 

Which is correct, Xmas or Christmas? 
 
Well, the answer is both really. Surprisingly, the shortened version of 
‘Christmas’, ie the word ‘Xmas’ began as an abbreviation for church records and 
charts. X is the Greek symbol ‘chi’, which is the first letter of the word ‘Christ’. 
Therefore, X stands for Christ. For the early Christians, most of whom spoke and 
wrote Greek, the word ‘Xmas’ signified ‘Christ’s Mass’. The shortening of 
‘Christmas’ to ‘Xmas’ has been a common practice since at least the 16th cen-
tury. The correct pronunciation for the word ‘Xmas’ is ‘Christmas’, the same as 
if the word was written out in full. Xmas is not ex-mas! 

 
Some people are unhappy with the abbreviation, thinking that the letter X is a 
secular replacement and is crossing Christ out. However, this is not the case if it 
is used in the original context. Although there is increasing secularization of 
Christmas, knowing the above, the X in Xmas can still remind us of the real rea-
son for celebrating Christmas. 

Sally Churchus 

© Church Editors Association 

Points to ponder 

• When you make a commitment, you build hope. When you keep it, 
 you build trust. 
• Your value doesn’t decrease based on someone's inability to see your 
 worth. 
• If you feel you are at a loss for the right word to say – better say  
 nothing! 
• Drive carefully; it’s not only cars that can be recalled by their maker. 
• Dear past, thanks for all the lessons. Dear future, I am ready. Let’s go! 

 
© Church Editors Association 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Ministry Team News 
 
Hello, my name is Jill Davis and I am a member of the Stourhead  
Benefice Ministry team.  
 
In this edition of the Benefice News, it is my turn to 
introduce myself. I live in Kedington with husband, 
Paul, who is one of the four church organists in the 
Benefice. We moved here from Sawston in 2003 
where we had been worshipping at the Free Church. 
 
A few years on and I joined the Kedington PCC and 
then was commissioned as a lay elder in 2008. The 
role of lay elders can be many and varied. I mainly 
lead family services and assist at the services led by 
Fr Chris. Until recently I was the Secretary to our 
Benefice Council. Ruth Hopper is now taking over 
that role. 
 
I was born in Cambridge and in my teens and twenties I attended a church with 
an amazing youth group. The church was very good at Bible teaching and gave 
me a good grounding in Bible knowledge. The youth group was very supportive 
and many of us are still in touch, forty years on.  
 
When I left school, I got a job as a Junior Biomedical Scientist in the Histopathol-
ogy Department at Addenbrooke’s Hospital where diseases are diagnosed by 
studying tissues and cells. I continued with my education while working full-time. 
I had many roles in the same department until I left in 2015. At the time I left Ad-
denbrooke’s, Paul and I had been running a small catering business from our 
home for 12 years. We continued to cater for weddings, dinner parties, anniver-
saries and funerals until 2020, when we both retired. 
 
I enjoy gardening, with mixed results, and spend way too much time watching 
Netflix and Sky Cinema. After cycling everywhere when growing up, I took up cy-
cling again in 2020. You may see me pedalling along the local country lanes en-
joying the countryside. There is so much to see here as the seasons change. I 
consider myself very fortunate to live in rural Suffolk and look forward to contin-
uing to minister to you in the years to come. 



 



 
A Song for Christmas 

 
 

Can you guess the name of the carol or song 
from the following lines? 

 
 

1 Let steeple bells be swungen 
 
2 Christ is born and now lies sleeping 
 
3 From the bottom of my heart  
 
4 Come on its lovely weather 
 
5 On Christmas Day in the Morning 
 
6 When the snowman brings the snow 
 
7 Follow that star tonight 
 
8 And a cold frosty morning 
 
9 And man will live for evermore 
 
10 The stars are brightly shining 
 
11 Bells on Bobtail ring 
 
12 Pa rum pum pum pum 
 
13 And heaven and nature sing 
 
14 We’re floating in the moonlit sky 
 
15 Close by me for ever 
 
 



 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 
 

 Boyton Hall Little Wratting in the Forties 
 

In our trip round the Benefice we visit Little Wratting . Here is an article written 
in 2011 by Francis Madden, a former churchwarden of Little Wratting and in-
habitant of Boyton Hall. Many thanks to Naomi Shelmerdine for sourcing this 
article. 
 
Earliest Memories 
The winters in the in the early forties were cold. Very cold as I remember, and 
one of my earliest memories of summertime was of gathering everything that 
could be preserved – in the truly Victorian way – to see us through the next 
winter. The cycle of the seasons dictated what we ate and how we lived and 
how we worked. With a war on, that really mattered and made the difference 
between relying on a ration card, or living in relative plenty compared with the 
unfortunate town dwellers. We, at Boyton Hall, were completely self-sufficient 
with no electricity, mains water or gas, no fridges and certainly no central 
heating! I’m sure that very little had changed since my great-grandfather, Fred-
erick Taylor built Boyton Hall in the 1890s, naming the house after my great-
grandmother, Mary-Ann Boyton. 
 
The Daily Round 
Whatever the weather or time of year, the day started with water. How we 
take it for granted now! There were, each and every morning, three water du-
ties to perform. First, with an old white water jug, I had ( and it was often me) 
to go out to the huge and very old galvanised water tank outside the back 
door; fill it with as clean water as I could (in the summer it was a favourite ma-
ternity ward for mosquito larvae) and take it up to my grandmother for her 
morning wash. She always claimed that only rain water was soft enough to 
wash her face in! She had a perfect complexion for all 97 of her years and so 
who could argue? Next, in two buckets, drinking water had to be fetched from 
the pump by the cottages across the farm yard - always remembering to take a 
quarter of a bucket of clean water with you to prime the hand pump, other-
wise the well was too deep, or the pump too old, to raise the water.  
 
Then the main water duty; pumping the day’s household consumption from 
the well outside the back door up to the massive tank in the ‘boxroom’ at the 
top of the house, from which the old lead water pipes were always bursting in 
cold weather - unless the massive tap on the side of the tank had been turned  



 

 

  off and all the pipes drained each night! To a small boy, the pump, with its long 
curved handle with a great loop on the end, was magnificent. I couldn’t reach 
the top of the swing, but my grandfather used to let me pull the handle 
through its lower trajectory. I’m sure that  the well, which I vaguely recall being 
of a fine Victorian circular brick construction and about 35 feet deep, is still 
there. 
 
In the spring and summer, each day had its ritual of planting, harvesting and 
storing produce from the garden and farm. No freezers then, and it wasn't until 
well after the war that that we got what was to my grandmother a miracle, a 
small paraffin fridge, the wick of which was only lit in summer. Fruit of all sorts 
was bottled; hams cured - and eggs pickled in ‘waterglass’ in a vast earthen-
ware jar. Grandfather wasn't much good with a spade - as long as I could re-
member he needed a stick which I suspect was the legacy of being a very active 
and successful sportsman in this youth. Now no doubt he'd have had a hip re-
placement. And so we had Mr Choat the gardener  who provided an all-the-
year round supply of vegetables. He eventually married our ‘Nanny’ - a true 
Boyton Hall romance. He now lies in Little Wratting churchyard, with a wife ei-
ther side of him. 
 
On winter evenings there was the ritual of ‘lighting the gas’. Even in wartime 
we managed to find Calor gas cylinders to feed the cast iron pipes providing a 
few lights and tiny fires round the house. Each evening I was sent upstairs with 
a box of matches to light the mantles.  Woe betide me if I touched and broke 
those fragile mantles, which were like gold dust until well after the war. It was-
n't until 1948 that electricity arrived. Grandmother never got the hang of those 
switches - and I was still sent to ‘light the gas’. Her attempts to heat her curling 
tongs on the bars of an electric fire - as she'd always done with gas - had some-
what dramatic consequences! 
 
FJPM January 2011 

Remembrance Service at St Peter & St Paul’s Kedington 
 
The collection raised £301.75 for the Royal British Legion . Many 
thanks to all those who attended or helped in any way to organise 
this service. 



 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

  

Well-Seasoned Hardwood 
Firewood for Sale 

 

From Little Bradley Estate 
 

Delivered (locally) in 1 m3 containers (£150) 
or loose for £210 for c. 1.75 cu. metre 

 
Contact: Colin 07860 841929 
Colin@littlebradleyhall.co.uk 

Example of 1 cubic metre container 
(Maximum length of 12” or smaller) 

mailto:Colin@littlebradleyhall.co.uk


 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Where has Old New Year's Day gone? 

 

For many people, New Year's Day heralds the end of their Christmas celebra-
tions which seem to begin earlier and earlier every year – Christmas goodies 
have been on sale in many shops and online since August, although there are 
some that sell Christmas goods all year round! 
 
For Christians, of course, the last day of Christmas - which begins on 25 De-
cember - is The Epiphany on 6 January and the Church's 'New Year's Day' is 
four weeks before Christmas on Advent Sunday. This year, Advent Sunday fell 
on Sunday 27 November, so we are already well into the Church New Year! 
Today, all countries in the world except Iran, recognise New Year's Day on 1 
January as being a public holiday when we recover from New Year's Eve cele-
brations. China, as well as having a public holiday on 1 January also cele-
brates the 'Chinese New Year' - in 2023 it is on 22 January. 
 
So, you may be thinking, is Iran, where the official state religion is Twelver 
Ja'afari Shia Islam, just being difficult? But strangely the answer is 'not really'. 
The Iranians have chosen to stick with the world's traditional New Year which 
predates the modern calendar and celebrate it on 25 March, which is known 
today as 'Old New Year's Day' and which was originally a religious celebration. 
The confusion stems from the Gregorian calendar that was established in 
1582. Before the Gregorian calendar was introduced March was the first 
month of the year and the vernal equinox was around 25 March, which was 
the first day of the 'Old New Year'. This had been celebrated in Mesopotamia 
for about 2,000 years. 
 
Several countries did not recognise the Gregorian calendar for hundreds of 
years and chose to keep to the traditional New Year's date of 25 March. This 
is also the date of the Annunciation Feast that celebrates the day that Jesus 
was conceived, nine months before Christmas Day. It seems a little ironic that 
the Islamic State of Iran is the only country that today chooses to keep to this 
Christian tradition – or perhaps it's not? 
 



 

 

  

 

Rome began celebrating the New Year on the first day of January in the year 
that Numa Pontilius, Rome’s second ruler, added two months to the calendar 
in about 700 BC. In 46 BC, Julius Caesar established the Julian calendar that 
all the world, except Iran, uses today. This has January - named after him - as 
the first of 12 months of the year. 
 
Whenever you choose to celebrate the New Year, may it be a happy and 
peaceful one! 
 
© Church Editors Association 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 
KEDINGTON  
BUTCHERS 

  

TOP QUALITY  
MEATS 

  

Home-cooked 
Hams 
Game 

  
Orders taken 

01440 703119 
 
 

 
  

 
Would you like to advertise 

 in this publication? 
 

 Please contact Jill Davis  
01440 713137  

or jill@gourmet-knights.co.uk 



 

 

  

 

G M FLOORING 

07966 959 549 

 

Carpets, Amtico, Karndean, Vinyls, Matting and 
floor screeding. 

 
Can supply all leading brands of flooring. Samples on request. 

 
Domestic & commercial work undertaken. 

 

Call Graeme on 07966 959 549 
or email 

graememalyon@hotmail.com 
 

Based in Barnardiston, Suffolk. 

mailto:graememalyon@hotmail.com


 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

  Thank you 
Dear All,  
 
I firstly wanted to start off by thanking you with all my heart for the support I 
was given to have the opportunity to go on this trip of a lifetime to Nepal. Dur-
ing my trip I was able to part take in all sorts of activities including cooking, hik-
ing, exploring, shopping and, most importantly, trying lots of different foods. 
There were so many new experiences but I loved my cooking lessons the most; 
they were hosted at the charity ‘Seven women’. This charity was set up to help 
disabled women to have more opportunities, to have a say and to learn new 
skills. Since opening ‘Seven women’ has grown and now helps all females from 
all backgrounds. This important work helps women who might otherwise strug-
gle in this patriarchal society to find new skills and ways to make money rather 
than relying on charity.  
 
Whilst exploring the capital Kathmandu and surrounding areas the number of 
stupas (mounds containing Buddhist relics) was incredible. Each of these stupas 
seemed to be dedicated to a different god and all Nepalese people worship day 
and night at these stupas, praying for what they need and what they can do to 
help others. In Nepal there were also many little places on every street covered 
in the traditional flowers and colours, all these were to worship the different 
gods and I loved seeing how this brought people together.  
 
My favourite person I met was Sajan, he and his family owned a small pottery 
centre in Baktapur. We had a pottery lesson one morning and I thought I would 
be terrible as art is really not my speciality, however, if I don’t say so myself I 
was pretty good. After I showed off my skills I sat down and had a conversation 
with Sajan: he told me that one day he was going to own a big training centre 
where he could hold many classes a day. Something different that struck me 
about Sajan was that he was so caring: he said I could come back one day and 
stay with him to help with his centre and meet many new people. He had so 
many goals and challenges ahead but took the life he had at that minute to do 
the best he could he never once complained about how he lived and was just 
happy his family were all safe and happy. I told him I would be back to visit him 
with my family in 7 years.  
 
I just want to finish off with my time at the ECO Foundation. This was set up by 
Krishna. He was a physiotherapist working in the main city of Kathmandu. How-
ever, he could see leprosy taking over the country. He wanted the people suffer



 

 

 

 

 
 

ing with this disease to be kept safe, as for many years previously they had 
been placed in horrendous camps, which housed many people in small spaces. 
At the ECO Foundation you can imagine everything was eco-friendly and we 
spent some of the day clearing a space so a new playground could be built for 
the children. This was so fulfilling as I knew I was helping families in need.  
 
During my stay I became very close to the group. We hadn’t met before we 

travelled but through learning together and sharing our new experiences strong 

bonds grew. I watched many sunsets, ate the yummiest food cooked by me and 

drank one too many Cokes (they were only 30p!). During this stay I fell in love 

with Nepal and made myself a promise that I would be back and bring my loved 

ones with me. It’s a truly inspirational place. 

Bea Kendrick 



 

 

   
              Scottish Country Dancing  

 

    Love dancing? 
Scottish country dancing is fun, excellent exercise and you 

don’t need a partner!! 
 

Join our friendly group of dancers which meets each  
Monday between 2.00pm and 4.00pm at  

Great Bradley Village Hall. 
 

Beginners welcome. Interested and would like to know 
more? Have a chat with Ella Hollins 01440 710340  

Do You Sing? 
 
In the shower, in the garden, in the car, in church? 
 
I thought it would be nice if we could offer those couples getting married 
in our village churches a little help with the singing.  Make the day even 
more memorable. You don’t have to be a cathedral chorister, just be able 
to sing.  The hymns will be mostly well known – if not I am sure we can find 
a You Tube clip.  It would mainly be Saturdays, but wouldn’t be every week 
and would be around an hour, depending on how long Father Chris preach-
es for. No choir robes – just dressed smart casual (it is a wedding after all). 
We would need about six of us for each service and as weddings are usual-
ly booked well in advance there should be plenty of notice. 
 
Would you like to volunteer?  Please email me 
at ruthhopper@btinternet.com 
 
Thank you 

mailto:ruthhopper@btinternet.com


 

 

 

 

 
 

Buddy’s Blog - November 2022 
 
Since I last wrote to you all, much has happened.  
 
I have had to wear the ‘collar of shame’ again because I can’t stop scratching 
the place on my face. I scratch it and make it bleed. Then Opie gets involved 
and he can’t stop licking it. Then it hurts so I try and rub it on the furniture. 
Then Mum and Dad see what I’m up to and then – bang! The collar is on again. 
I know I shouldn’t scratch but I just can’t help it!!!!! 
 
After that, we went on a long journey in the car again. Hours and hours. We on-
ly had Big Brother Jacob’s ears to lick when we were in the car as Big Brother 
Logan stayed home. Lucky Jacob! Maybe he will have to wear a collar to stop us 
licking his ears! Ha ha ha! 
 
We stopped for a sleep in a strange place which made Opie nervous. He made 
sure that everyone knew he was nervous. He barked at every little sound; Ja-
cob turning over in bed; people walking past our room; doors opening in the 
corridor above us; cars driving past half a mile away! Poor Opie. He didn’t get 
much sleep and neither did Mummy and Daddy. Opie is much better about 
barking at everything but in a strange place, he doesn’t settle. 
 
Next day, back in the car for a few more hours. When we arrived, it was dark so 
we had our dinner and went to bed. In the morning, there it was. My favourite 
place (apart from home). We were at the house by the big pond. I ran outside 
and jumped straight in the pond. It was cold but it was so lovely to swim there. 
Opie only goes in the water by mistake. When he follows me without thinking 
or doesn’t look where he is going. I love the water. When I have had enough, I 
go into the warm house and Mummy or Daddy dry me with a towel and I lay by 
the fire dreaming of swimming. 
 
We went on lovely walks while we were in my second favourite place. We were 
very good so we were allowed to run without our leads. That was almost as 
good as swimming! Sometimes Mummy gets ahead of us because we are busy 
sniffing for rabbits. One time, she climbed up a high hill with a big stone on the 
top. She sat on the stone and looked at the view. Mummy is one of Opie and 
my best people, so we wanted to sit with her. No, we needed to sit with her! It 
is like having an itch that just had to be scratched. 
 



 

 

  People think us dogs can climb easily anywhere we want. Let me tell you – that 
is not the case. I am quite heavy and Opie has long legs that get tangled up so 
climbing isn’t very easy for us. But we were not put off. We tried going this way 
and that way. We scrambled, clambered, crawled and jumped until we made 
it! We sat with Mummy on the big stone and we enjoyed the view with her 
while she scratched out ears.  
 
Correction – being with Mummy is my favourite place. 
 
Until next time. 
Your friend, Buddy 
 
‘Don’t run from tests and hardships, brothers and  
sisters. As difficult as they are, you will ultimately  
find joy in them; if you embrace them, your faith  
will blossom under pressure and teach you true  
patience as you endure. And true patience brought  
on by endurance will equip you to complete the long 
journey and cross the finish line.’ 
James 1 v 2 – 4 (The Voice Translation) 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Events Diary  

All events subject to current Covid-19 restrictions in place at time of diary event. 

Date  Time Event 

4 December 10am Christingle - Kedington church 

Friday 9 
 
Sat 10 & 
Sun 11 
December 

12noon - 
7pm 
10am -4pm 

Christmas Tree Festival - Kedington Church 
 
Entry fee £1,children free.  
Refreshments on sale 

Tuesdays 10am -12 
noon 

‘Dolce Gusto’ Coffee morning at St Peter & 
St Paul’s Kedington (Last date 13th Decem-
ber - reopens Tuesday 10th December) 

Thursdays 2-4pm Centre café at Kedington Community Centre 

   

Answers to song quiz: 1 Ding Dong! Merrily on high, 2 Torches, 3 Feliz Navidad, 
4 Sleigh ride, 5 I saw Three Ships, 6 I wish it could be Christmas every day, 7 
Little Donkey, 8 Past Three O Clock, 9 Mary’s Boy Child, 10 O Holy Night, 11 Jin-
gle Bells, 12 The Little drummer Boy, 13 Joy to the world, 14 Walking in the air, 
15 Away in a manger 

Churches in the Benefice open for Private Prayer: 
 
St Mary the Virgin, Great Bradley is always open for private prayer. 
 
St Peter’s Little Thurlow is open daily usually at 9am and closes about 5 or 6pm. 
 
St Peter and St Paul’s, Kedington will be open daily between 9am and 4pm.  
 

Christmas Bonanza St Peter & St Paul’s Kedington 
The Christmas Bonanza held on the 19th November raised  £1050.20 for church 
funds. Many thanks to all those who attended or helped in any way to organise 
this event. Your help is much appreciated with our fundraising.  



 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 
 

Gospel Readings during December 
   

 4 2nd Sunday of Advent Matthew    3: 1 - 12 

11 3rd Sunday of Advent Matthew  11: 2 - 11 

18 4th Sunday of Advent Matthew   1:18 - 25 

25 Christmas Day Luke        2:   1 - 7 

   

   

Gospel Readings during January 

 

  1 2nd Sunday of Christmas Luke        2:15 - 21 

  8 Epiphany Mark        1: 7 - 11 

15 2nd Sunday of Epiphany John        1:29 - 42 

22 3rd Sunday of Epiphany Matthew   4:12 - 23 

29 Candlemas John        2:  1 - 11 

QR code for  
Stourhead Benefice website 



 

 

   
Home Communion – Pastoral Care 

 

The Blessed Sacrament is perpetually reserved for the Commun-
ion of the housebound, the sick and dying. Please inform Fr Chris, 
or a member of the Ministry Team, of parishioners who are sick or in 
hospital, and of those who are in need of pastoral care. 

Funeral: The memorial service for the late Anne Hoare was held at 
Little Thurlow  on the 30th September. The funeral of the late Terry 
Dyson took place at West Suffolk Crematorium on 10th October. A me-
morial service was held for the late Anne Roberts at Great Wratting on 
10th November. The funeral of the late Clarice Low took place at Great 
Bradley on the 18th November. 
 

‘May they rest in peace and rise in glory’ 
 
Thinking of a christening or a wedding in church? Please take a look at 
our Benefice website where there is useful information about both 
baptisms and weddings. 

Evening Prayer on Mondays  
 
Monday Evening Prayers at Kedington Church is now at 5pm.  
If you would like to join us, please speak to Fr Chris or one of the Ministry 
Team.  
 

Holy Communion 
 

Sharing of the common cup is now permitted and at the meeting of the Bene-
fice Council on Thursday 20 October it was agreed we would re- introduce this 
is our services. If you do not want to receive from the Chalice, please say 
‘intinct’ as the Priest approaches you and they will intinct the wafer in Conse-
crated wine from a separate Chalice. 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Christmas Services during December 
in the Stourhead Benefice 

  

Friday 16 19:00 Carol Service at Great Wratting 

Sunday 18 16:00 Carol Service at Kedington 

  18.30  Carol Service at Little Wratting 

Monday 19 18:30 Carol Service at Great Thurlow 

Thursday 22 18.30 Carol Service at Great Bradley 

Friday 23 19:00 Carol Service at Great Wratting 

Saturday 24 14:45 Crib Service at Kedington 

  16.30 Carol Service at Little Thurlow 

  18.30 Carol Service at Little Bradley 

  19:00 Carol Service at Barnardiston 

  23:30 Midnight Mass at Kedington 

Sunday  25 10:00 Christmas Day Eucharist at  
Great Bradley 

Wishing all our Benefice News readers a  
very Happy and Blessed Christmas 

 

A Christmas Prayer 
Christ born for us, 
Son of God, given for us, 
Help us to know you,  
to worship and to serve you. 
Amen 
 
 
©Church of England 



 

 

  

   December 2022  

Sun   4 10:00 Little Bradley Holy Communion  

  10:00 Kedington Family Service  - Christingle 

Sun   11   8:00 Kedington Said Holy Communion  

  10:00 Great Thurlow Holy Communion 

Sun  18 10:00 Little Thurlow Holy Communion  

  10:00 Great Wratting Family Service 

Sun  25 10:00 Great Bradley Holy Communion - Christmas Day 

   January 2023  

Sun   1 10:00 Kedington Holy Communion  

  10:00 Little Bradley Family Service 

Sun    8   8:00 Kedington Said Holy Communion 

  10:00 Great Thurlow Holy Communion 

Sun 15 10:00 Great Wratting Holy Communion   

  10:00 Little Thurlow Family Service 

Sun 22 10:00 Great Bradley Holy Communion  

  16:00 Kedington Evensong 

Sun 29 10:00 Barnardiston Holy Communion - Candlemas 

   February 2023  

Sun  5 10:00 Little Bradley Holy Communion  

  10:00 Kedington Family Service 

SERVICE ROTA Sunday Services  - for all Christmas Services from  

16 December please see inside back cover 

Mid-week Eucharist at Kedington on Wednesdays at 10am 

Please check Benefice website for more information 
www.stourheadbenefice.org or contact Fr Chris Giles 01440 762901.  
Good hygiene practises are maintained during Holy Communion.  


