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Father Chris writes

D

ear Friends

As I write, we are in the middle of the heatwave, thankfully I am
sat writing this in the coolness of St
Peter and St Paul’s Church Kedington
for our Church café which was established on the 14th of June to run on
Tuesday mornings. Over the weeks
since then it has grown in number of
those attending and we have now
added more tables and chairs. Our
villages themselves don’t have cafes,
so please come along, and join us for
a ‘Dolce Gusto’ coffee morning with
delicious homemade baked goods!
It has been wonderful that all our
events planned across the Benefice
have or will take place without disruption this year. From BBQs, garden
parties and fetes - we have been able
to come together as communities to
enjoy ourselves in fellowship and fun.
We give thanks to all those that organise these events, all those that
help and all those that attend.
What comes to your mind when you
hear the word authority? You might
be filled with images of people with
power and influence, a person who is
above others and who can tell everyone else what to do. Many of our images and feelings around authority
have to do with our experiences of
those who occupy these positions of

authority. Whenever we try to understand a biblical image of authority,
we need to focus our attention on Jesus. There were many other leaders
who held positions of authority and
there were other prophets and healers before him who people listened
to. But the Scripture tells us that
when Jesus taught with authority,
there was something different about
him.
In his life upon the Earth as a man,
Jesus had many encounters with
different people who held positions
of religious or governmental authority. Many times, he encouraged people to follow the true teachings of
their leaders but in many cases not to
follow their behaviour. Jesus noticed
that some leaders of his time were
willing to place large burdens on other people’s shoulders while they
themselves were unwilling to help
carry that burden. Unfortunately,
many of these leaders excused themselves from those same guidelines
that they taught.
Jesus showed His power and authority through his words and actions as
He sat at tables with sinners and was
ridiculed for his behaviour. He simply
invited people to wonder who needs
his presence the most. He noticed in
his ministry that the poor and sick

people of the communities were
often sent to the edges of society. Jesus showed his authority by going to
the edge of society and being with
them. He showed His authority by
washing the feet of those who would
betray, deny, and abandon him. His
act of love on the cross was more
powerful than any army

his life and ministry his notion of authority was belittled many times.
However, his teaching truly brings
about life more abundantly. He shows
us by his example of true authority
that speaking and living the truth
with love, is the way to follow Him.
Every blessing
Fr Chris

Jesus teaches us that we cannot excuse ourselves from loving another, in

Kedington Church Fete
2pm Saturday 17
September 2022
On the meadow off Church Walk
By kind permission
Access via pedestrian gate on
Church Walk - Parking in churchyard
Toilet in the church
All proceeds to church funds
BBQ - Real ale and wine (licensed bar)
- Home-made crafts - to book a stall
contact Marion Farrant (07833
431184) - Home-baked cakes - Bottle
stall - Hamper - Refreshments - Name
the toy - Face painting - Home-grown
produce - Various other fun games for
adults and children

Ministry Team News

As a new member of the Ministry Team, I have
been asked to introduce myself. My name is Peter
Smith, I live at Great Bradley with Helen and our
three flat-coated retrievers.

We moved back here in June 2000 from Wiltshire,
having been made redundant, in order to be closer
to our two daughters Hannah and Sarah and our
four grandchildren.
We knew the area as we used to live in Abington when I worked in London
and Haverhill for Provincial Insurance, now AXA, as a senior manager. When I
was made redundant, I worked unpaid with the Bristol Diocese as a Bishop’s
selector for Readers and those seeking to enter Ministry. In order to help myself better understand the path people were hoping to take, I started their
four-year Theological Course which I completed at Cambridge, having decided
to move back to this area 2 years into the study.
We went to Great Bradley Church and then the Cathedral until recently, when
we met Father Chris and Laura. Having been told by friends of the vibrant atmosphere in the Benefice, after further thought and discussion I was pleased
to take up the offer to join the Ministry Team. I was aware that Sharon was
taking a well-earned sabbatical and there was a need to try to cover eight
churches. Jill and Mary with Father Chris have made me feel very welcome.
I continue my interest in sport especially cricket and croquet, walking the
dogs, making walking sticks and seeing the family.
I spent 12 years working as panel member chair with the Youth Offending Service to prevent re-offending including support to the victims of crime.

I have been able to do this due to the support of Helen and with her, I am
looking forward to getting to know you all better as an active member of the
team.
Peter Smith

Jubilee Quiz
Following on from the Platinum Jubilee celebrations here are some questions
to test your knowledge of the life and times of Queen Elizabeth.
The Queen’s Early Years
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Where was the Queen born?
Who were the Queen’s parents?
What time of day was the Queen born?
What is the date of the Queen’s actual Birthday?
Where did the Queen live as a child?
Where was the Queen educated?
What did the Queen win at the age of 14 years?
When and where did the Queen, as Princess Elizabeth, make her first
solo engagement?
9 When was Princess engaged to marry Prince Philip?
10 What happened to the Queen’s wedding bouquet?
The Queen’s Political and Religious Advisors
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

19
20

Who was the Prime Minster when the Queen was crowned?
Who was the Archbishop of Canterbury when the Queen was crowned?
How many Prime Ministers have there been during the Queen’s reign?
How many Archbishops of Canterbury have there been during the
Queen’s reign?
Who was the fifth Archbishop of Canterbury to serve under the Queen?
Who were the 8th and 13th Prime Ministers to serve under the Queen?
Who is the Domestic Chaplain to the Queen in St George’s Chapel
Windsor?
Why is St George’s Chapel Windsor unique within the Anglian Church in
England?
How many Presidents of America have been in office during the Queen’s
reign?
Who was the only President of America that the Queen never met?

Answers later on in Benefice News
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Suffolk Historic Churches Trust (SHCT)
‘Ride and Stride’ Saturday 10 September 2022
This hugely popular event is SHCT's biggest fundraiser, held annually on
the second Saturday in September. It started here in Suffolk in 1982 and
has now spread across the country. The money raised is shared between
the participants’ chosen church and the SHCT.

JUSTGIVING: Use the link below to find the Suffolk Churches Ride and
Stride 2022 page on the JustGiving website, where you can log into your
account and donate.
https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/Suffolk-Churches-Ride-and-Stride2022
If you’re unfamiliar with JustGiving, it is easy to sign-up by selecting ‘Sign
up’ on the top right of the page and entering the details requested. Please
ensure that the church you would like to donate to is clearly specified in
one of the message boxes so your church will get half of your donation.
If anyone wishes to cycle or stride for a church in our Benefice then please
see your churchwarden or parish rep for more information.

Ding Dong - The message of church bells
I came across some interesting information on the tradition of ringing church
bells which seemed worthwhile to write about especially as we are blessed in
the Diocese with a wonderful circle of bells and ringers. Peter Smith
‘For bells are the voice of the church; they have tones that touch and search the
hearts of young and old.’ Henry Wordsworth Longfellow.

The tradition of ringing church bells dates back as far as 400AD when Paulinus
of Nola first introduced bells into a church. In AD 604 Pope Sabinenes officially
sanctioned the usage of bells. By the early Middle Ages, church bells had become common in northern Europe, reflecting the influence of Irish missionaries. Before the use of church bell, Greek monasteries would ring a flat metal
plate, or semantron, to announce services.
The oldest surviving circle of bells in Great Britain is housed in St Lawrence
Church, Ipswich. The oldest church bell in the world is one donated by Despot
Alexius Slav to the metropolitan church in Melnyk Bulgaria and dated to 12111216. It is now kept at the National Museum of History in Sofia.
These days the sound of church bells is less common, one of the reasons being
the skill of ringing is dying out as people become busier with other activities
and fewer experienced ringers being available to pass the skill to new generations. It is also due to some bells not being well maintained and therefore not
fit to ring. Keeping the bells in good condition can be very costly.
The bells are usually rung at weddings both to greet the bride and when the
happy couple leave the church. Not so common is the tolling of a muffled bell
at a funeral. The effect of muffling a bell is that it only ‘dings’ instead of ringing
‘ding-dong’.
A ‘peal’ of bells might be rung for a special celebration such as Magna Carta, a
peal is a complex ring comprising of a series of over 5000 changes of the order
of the bells, without mistake! Whereas a band or orchestra can practice behind
closed doors no such luxury exists for the bell captain and their team - there is
no hiding place.

When the bells ring out on a Sunday it indicates a service is about to start.
More than that it tells us that people are beginning a journey to church to join
in worship to God.
We are so lucky in this area to have volunteers willing to ring the bell or in the
case of Clare to have a wonderful set of bells. Thank you to those who keep
the tradition going.
I began and now end with a quotation from Henry Wordsworth Longfellow
who so eloquently puts it:
The bells themselves are the best of preachers, their brazen lips are learned
teachers. From their pulpits of stone, in the upper air, sounding aloft, without
crack or flaw, shriller than trumpets under the law, now a sermon and now a
prayer.

Welcome to Dornoch Cathedral *
Welcome to those who are single, married, divorced, gay, straight,
confused, filthy rich, comfortable or dirt poor.

Welcome to those who are scratch golfers, 36 handicappers
or who don’t play at all.

Welcome if you can sing like Pavarotti or can’t sing a note.
Welcome if you’re just browsing, just woken up
or just got out of prison.

Welcome if you’re still in recovery or still addicted.
Welcome to those who work too hard, aren’t in paid work at the
moment or have retired from work.

Welcome to those who don’t know anything about church
and are only here because Grandma is in town
and wanted to visit the cathedral.

Welcome to those who could use a prayer right now,
those who had religion shoved down their throats as a kid
and those who live locally but have never come in before.

We don’t care if you’re more Christian than the Archbishop of
Canterbury, the Moderator of the General Assembly, or
haven’t been in church since little Jimmy’s christening.

We welcome tourists, seekers, and doubters,
saints and sinners, regulars, visitors, friends and strangers.
* Spotted on a recent trip to Scotland - Ed.

KEDINGTON
BUTCHERS
TOP QUALITY
MEATS
Home-cooked
Hams
Game
Orders taken
01440 703119

Would you like to advertise
in this publication?
Please contact Jill Davis
01440 713137
or jill@gourmet-knights.co.uk

G M FLOORING
07966 959 549
Carpets, Amtico, Karndean, Vinyls, Matting and
floor screeding.
Can supply all leading brands of flooring. Samples on request.
Domestic & commercial work undertaken.
Call Graeme on 07966 959 549
or email
graememalyon@hotmail.com
Based in Barnardiston, Suffolk.

Kedington ‘Home-made and Home-grown’ Show
(Formerly known as Kedington Horticultural Show)

Saturday 3 September 2022
New name but it is still the same fun show!

This year we have reduced the flower and plant sections and introduced arts and
craft classes for all ages. If you are a regular to the show, watch out for some
changes to the schedule. A trophy in memory of Beryl Bracken will be presented
for the first time for the best arts and crafts entry. The trophy is kindly donated by
Beryl’s family.
We look forward to seeing you and receiving lots of entries. Visitors are welcome
to come along from 2.00pm to see the wonderful exhibits, to see the prizegiving
and take part in the auction at 4.00pm. All proceeds in aid of Church Funds.

Rules 2022
All entries to be grown or made by those with a connection to Kedington including living in the village, attending the school or church, belonging to one
of the village groups, clubs or societies.
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

f.
g.

h.
i.
j.
k.
l.

Cost – 20p per entry
No more than two entries per class, per household.
Children’s classes are open those up to 12 years of age. All other classes are
open to all ages.
Exhibits to be brought to the Church between 9.00am and 11.15am on Saturday
3 September.
Exhibits not to be removed until after 3.30pm on the day of the show. Collect
between 3.30pm and 4.00pm if you intend to take your entries home, otherwise it will be assumed that it is your wish that they will be auctioned.
The auction and sale of the exhibits will take place at approx. 4.00pm on that
day. All proceeds to Church Funds.
Judging will take place between 11.15am and 2.00pm on Saturday 3 September.
No exhibitors will be allowed in the area during judging. Doors will open at
2pm.
Points will be awarded as follows: 1st: 5 points, 2nd: 3 points, 3rd: 1 point. All
prize winners will receive a certificate.
Trophies will be presented just before the auction.
The Keddy Trophy will be awarded to the exhibitor achieving the highest number of points overall.
The Les Moulton Trophy will be awarded to the exhibit that the judge decides is
the best in show in the vegetables, fruit, flowers and plants sections.
The Barbara Mouton Trophy will be awarded to the exhibit which the judge decides is the best in show in the Culinary Section.

m. The Jeannie Lee Memorial Trophy will be awarded to the winner of class 5 in the
Flower Section - One container of six mixed stems of any garden flowers, exclud
ing shrubs.
n. The Rose Driscoll Memorial Trophy will be awarded to the winner of Class 1 in
the Flower Section – one rose, any variety.
o. The Mike Driscoll Trophy will be awarded to the exhibit which the judge decides
is the best in the Children’s Section.
p. The Kedington Rocks Trophy will be awarded to the best painted rock in the
Children’s Section
q. The Beryl Bracken Memorial Trophy will be awarded to the best exhibit in the
Arts and Craft Section.

Thank you to all our competitors, visitors and buyers for your usual splendid
support.
Schedule 2022
VEGETABLES and FRUIT

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.

Six runner beans on a plate
Six dwarf beans on a plate
Three beetroot, trimmed and tied
Three carrots, long, pointed, trimmed – any variety
Three onions, trimmed and tied
Four tomatoes on a plate, for quality
Six cherry tomatoes on a plate, for quality
Four potatoes, white, on a plate
Four potatoes, coloured, on a plate
Heaviest potato
Heaviest marrow
Longest stick of rhubarb
Longest runner bean
Heaviest onion
Funniest shape vegetable
Six small shallots, (diameter not to exceed one inch) arranged on a plate
Six large shallots (over one inch diameter) arranged on a plate
Four courgettes on a plate (Max length 15cm)
Four eggs in a basket
Three fruits or vegetables (all the same) of any kind not otherwise specified in
the schedule
Two sweet corn (foliage intact)
Three dessert apples, on a plate
Three cooking apples, on a plate
Six dessert plums, on a plate
Three dessert pears on a plate

FLOWERS AND PLANTS
1. One rose, any variety
2. Dahlias, any variety, specimen bloom
3. One bowl of floating flower heads (diameter of bowl not to exceed nine inches)
4. Gladioli, any variety, specimen bloom
5. One container of six mixed stems of any garden flowers, excluding shrubs
6. One container of three stems of one variety of a shrub in flower
7. A green arrangement to include variegated foliage and herbs
8. One fuchsia in a pot, bush or pyramid
CHILDREN’S CLASSES (for children up to 12 years of age)
1. Garden arrangement on a saucer
2. Four decorated biscuits
3. Four decorated cup-cakes
4. One decorated greetings card
5. One decorated bookmark
6. Best painted rock, any design
7. Model of an animal made from a vegetable
8. A Christmas decoration to hang on a tree
9. A 3D model made from recyclable materials. Max dimension 35cm
CULINARY
1. One coffee and walnut cake
2. Four cheese scones
3. Four fruit scones
4. Four bread rolls
5. One savoury tart at least 16cm diameter
6. One Victoria sponge with jam filling (not iced or decorated)
7. One banana loaf made in a 1lb loaf tin
8. Three choux pastry buns
9. Four meringue nests, each one up to 8cm diameter
10. One jar of fruit jam
11. One jar of marmalade
12. One jar of chutney
ARTS and CRAFTS
1. An embroidered bookmark using any stitching technique
2. A knitted item for a new-born baby
3. Crocheted table mat between 12 and 20cm maximum dimension
4. Greeting card to celebrate a wedding anniversary
5. Handmade piece of jewellery or hair accessory (does not have to be made of metal)
6. Cushion cover in any medium
7. Mixed media depiction of a plant/flower
8. Pencil drawing of any animal
9. Water colour painting of a local scene

If you would like more information, please contact Jill Davis 01440 713137 or e-mail

jill@gourmet-knights.co.uk

Buddy’s Blog - July 2022
I am very, very hot!
Little brother Opie seems not to notice the heat. He continues to run
about and bark at the pigeons. I just want to lie down in the shadows and
sleep until winter.

Daddy understands what it is like to be a dog in the hot weather. He has to
wear his black uniform with the tight collar. Like me with my thick coat and
my collar. He helps me to find a shady spot and sits with me. He is good at
understanding how other people (and dogs) are feeling and he takes time
to make sure they (I) am OK.
Mummy makes sure I have plenty of water in my bowl. She is good at
offering refreshment for people who need it. She makes cakes every week
for the people who come to the Church Café.
Nobody makes me go for a walk while it is hot. My paws burn on the hot
roads. I like to wait until the sun has gone down. Then it is lovely to walk
around the churchyard or maybe go and paddle in the river.
Little Brother Jacob has got the right idea. He has a toy that he fills with
water and then he fires it. Water sprays out!! Ha ha! It is very refreshing if
he fires it at me but I like to try and catch the water. Sometimes he fires it
at Daddy. That’s not fair if Daddy hasn’t got his water toy filled and ready.
Daddy says even I bring refreshment to people by sitting next to them
when they are sad. He says I make them feel loved when things are going
wrong. If that is true, then I am glad. Because if I receive refreshment from
others it is only right that I pass it on.

There is a song that I have heard sung in the church. The words of it make
me feel cool just to hear them.

Breathe through the heats of our desire
Thy coolness and thy balm;
Let sense be dumb, let flesh retire;
Speak through the earthquake, wind and fire,
O still small voice of calm!

I hope that you and your dogs have managed to keep
cool during this hot spell.
Your friend
Buddy

Events Diary
All events subject to current Covid-19 restrictions in place at time of diary event.

Date
14 August
20 August

Time

Event

2pm

BBQ in Barnardiston Churchyard.
All welcome
Cake stall outside Kedington Butchers

9.30am

3 September 9 - 11.15am ‘Homemade & Homegrown’ Horticultural
(For entries) Show Kedington Church
2pm
(For visitors)
10 September
Historic Churches Trust Ride & Stride
17 September 2pm

Kedington Church Fete - on meadow off
Church Walk (by kind permission)

New Day
I thank you Lord for this new day,
Which is a gift from you,
Help me not to waste it Lord
But live it just for you.
May I spread your love dear Lord
To the people I meet,
To those who visit me at home,
Or meet me on the street.
Keep my ears from listening,
To gossip or idle chat,
Stop my tongue from
Saying words, I know
I should keep back
Give me a loving heart
So people see I care.
And help me to remember you are always there.
Amen
©Association of Church Editors

Gospel Readings during August
7
14
21
28

The Transfiguration of our Lord
The Blessed Virgin Mary
10th Sunday after Trinity
The beheading of John the Baptist

Luke
9:28 - 36
Luke
12:46 - 55
Luke
13:10 - 17
Matthew 14: 1 - 12

Gospel Readings during September
4
11
18
25

12th
13th
14th
15th

Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday

after
after
after
after

Trinity
Trinity
Trinity
Trinity and Harvest

QR code for
Stourhead Benefice website

Luke
Luke
Luke
John

14:25 - 33
15: 1 - 10
16: 1 - 13
6:25 - 35

Evening Prayer on Mondays
We will be taking a break from Monday Evening Prayers until September. It will
be on the Pew sheet when they start again
If you would like to join us in September, please speak to Fr Chris or one of the
Ministry Team.

Answers to Jubilee Quiz
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17

18
19
20

17 Bruton Street in Mayfair , London.
The Duke and Duchess of York - later King George VI and Queen Elizabeth.
2.40am.
21 April (1926).
145 Piccadilly.
At home.
The Queen was the first person to win the Royal Lifesaving Society's Award.
21 April 1942, her 16th Birthday, when she inspected the Grenadier Guards
at Windsor.
9 July 1947.
The Queen’s Wedding Bouquet was laid in the Tomb of the Unknown
Warrior in Westminster Abbey.
Winston Churchill.
Geoffrey Francis Fisher.
Over 170 around the world - 14 in the UK.
Seven: Geoffrey Fisher, Michael Ramsey, Donald Coggan, Robert Runcie,
George Carey, Rowan Williams and Justin Welby.
George Carey.
Margaret Thatcher and Theresa May.
Paul Wright, Domestic Chaplain to the Sovereign and Sub-Dean of the
Chapel Royal and the sole full-time clerical member of the Royal
Household.
St George’s Chapel Windsor is privately owned by the Queen.
13.
Lyndon B. Johnson.

Home Communion – Pastoral Care
The Blessed Sacrament is perpetually reserved for the Communion of the housebound, the sick and dying. Please inform Fr Chris,
or a member of the Ministry Team, of parishioners who are sick or in
hospital, and of those who are in need of pastoral care.

Baptism: We welcome into God’s family Holly and William Kimber
who were baptised at Kedington on 5th June, Ivy-Rose Leatherland
who was baptised at Little Thurlow on 12th June, Henry Morris who
was baptised at Great Bradley on 10th July and Erasmus Morgan-Evens
who was baptised on 23rd July at Great Bradley.

Holy Matrimony: We congratulate Rebecca Whiting and Jonathan
Sunderland-Bragg who were married at Great Thurlow on 18th June
and Emily Moore and Josh Brailey who were married at Kedington on
24th June. We wish them well at the start of their life together.
Thinking of a christening or a wedding in church? Please take a look at
our Benefice website where there is useful information about both
baptisms and weddings.

Churches in the Benefice open for Private Prayer:
St Mary the Virgin, Great Bradley is always open for private prayer.
St Peter’s Little Thurlow is open daily usually at 9am and closes about 5 or 6pm.
St Peter and St Paul’s, Kedington will be open daily between 9am and 4pm.

SERVICE ROTA* All services subject to current Covid-19 restrictions in place at time of service.
August 2022
Sun
Sun

Sun
Sun

7
14

21
28

10:00

Little Bradley

Holy Communion

10:00

Kedington

Family Service

8:00

Kedington

Said Holy Communion

10:00

Great Thurlow

Holy Communion

10:00

Little Thurlow

Holy Communion

10:00

Great Wratting

Family Service

10:00

Great Bradley

Holy Communion

16:00

Little Wratting

Pet Blessing Service

18:00

Kedington

Evensong

September 2022
Sun
Sun

Sun

Sun

4
11

18

25

10:00

Kedington

Holy Communion

10:00

Little Bradley

Family Service

Kedington

Said Holy Communion

10:00

Great Thurlow

Holy Communion

16:00

Barnardiston

Harvest Festival

10:00

Great Wratting

Holy Communion

10:00

Little Thurlow

Family Service

10:00

Great Bradley

Holy Communion

16:00

Little Wratting

Harvest Festival

18:00

Kedington

Evensong

8:00

October 2022
Sun

2

10:00

Little Bradley

Holy Communion

10:00

Kedington

Family Service

Mid-week Eucharist at Kedington on Wednesdays at 10am
Please check Benefice website for more information
www.stourheadbenefice.org or contact Fr Chris Giles 01440 762901.
Good hygiene practises are maintained during Holy Communion.

