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D ear Friends 

 

As I write, we have now lived in the 

Benefice for eight weeks. The garden is at last 

nearly straight and tidy, Laura’s back can tes-

tify to this with all the hard work she has put 

into the garden and the house making it 

home for us all. 

 

It has been a joy over these last weeks in be-

ing able to have our service together in  the 

different churches here in the Benefice. How-

ever we are restricted by social distancing 

guidelines and whether or not some of the 

church buildings will be able to accommodate 

a service with the number of people that have 

been attending. I hope and pray further re-

strictions are lifted in the near future.. 

 

I have learnt in life that as we try to make our 

own plans or take things for granted, God 

comes along and turns our lives and our 

plans upside down. I expect you also have 

discovered this on occasions in your own 

lives. We, as a family are excited for own fu-

ture here in the Benefice, for my ministry, 

Laura’s midwifery career and our children’s 

futures. However, along with this comes a 

certain amount of fear. Fear of the unknown, 

fear of change, along with excitement.  We 

know how fearful the disciples of Jesus were 

many times in their ministry and travels, of-

ten forgetting they were empowered by Jesus 

and the Holy Spirit and therefore had to keep 

faith, even in times of fear and doubt.  For my 

own journey from discernment and through 

ministry God hasn't let me down yet. When I 

have stumbled, I was quickly put back on a 

firm path. We therefore do not believe He 

will fail us now, as we ourselves remember  

that we also, by the nature of our baptism, are 

empowered as disciples of Christ. The Spirit 

of God, who raised Jesus from the dead, lives 

in you. And just as God raised Christ Jesus 

from the dead, he will give life to your mortal 

bodies by this same spirit living in you. 

(Romans 8:11). 

 

I pray you stay safe and well, and I look for-

ward to worshipping and sharing fellowship 

with you soon. 

 

Every Blessing 

Fr Chris 

mailto:RectorofStourhead@hotmail.co.uk


A sprinkling of Reverends 2 
 
Many generations of incumbents have led the church communities across the eight parishes of the 
Benefice through the last millennium and more.  The tales of two, Revds, Lamprell (held Little Brad-
ley from 1838 to 1865) and Cornwallis (1682 to 1724) have already been told.  
 
Turning away from those sad lives, the Revd. Herbert Alston was appointed to Little Bradley in 1867, 
aged 28, holding the office until his retirement.  The lack of a rectory in Little Bradley meant that 
Herbert lived in Little Thurlow in what is now Lavender Cottage, known then as Little Bradley Recto-
ry.  The 1881 census shows him still there with his elder sister, Eliza Ann, who lived with him all her 
life.  They retired to Eastbourne sometime in the 1890s, living there until their deaths, within 
months of each other, in 1918.   
It was during his time that the restoration of Little Bradley Church was carried out, as it was in many 
churches of the county.  Ebenzer Bird, the patron, paid for the work but the Alstons, brother and sis-
ter gave three windows. 
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Herbert Alston seemed to me at first to have been the epitome of the ‘gentleman vicar’ of the 19th 
century, leading a life of leisurely, gentleman-like pursuits, wealthy (he left over £22,000, equivalent 
to just under a million in today’s money) and living at a considerable social distance from his parish-
ioners, almost all of them farm labourers.  Alston had very little in common with today’s vicars!  But 
research into his later years, after leaving Little Bradley, showed an admirable track record of useful, 
practical charity and community work, donating community ambulances in Ely for example.  In his 
will in 1918 he left £1,000 to the Alexandra Cottage Homes Eastbourne Endowment Fund and £2,000 
to the Princess Alice Memorial Hospital Eastbourne to fund two beds to be called "The Herbert Al-
ston's Postmen's bed" for the use of men in the Eastbourne Postal Service and "The Herbert Alston's 
Police Bed" for the use of men in the Eastbourne Borough Police Force, preferably those belonging 
to the Latimer Road Police Station. 
 
Surprisingly for so small a parish and church, Little Bradley had a curate, Edward Amps, from 1885.  
Edward was the youngest of the six children of John Amps, a master carpenter working in Cam-
bridge.  Both he and his two brothers went to the University and became clerics, examples of the  



We Need Your Help 
We are looking to relaunch the Stourhead Benefice News in the coming months—hopefully the first issue 
will be the October/ November news with subsequent issues following every two months. We are still 
looking at suggestions for a ‘new name’ for our newsletter. 
 
If you have any suggestions for articles that could be included (provided they are within copyright) or if 
you would like to write something yourself then please do get in touch. 
Please send your suggestions for a new name for the Benefice News to Sue Davison,  

email: suzannedavison747@yahoo.co.uk or phone 01440 705829. 

Church serving as a way up the social ladder.  Edward moved around several local parishes, as curate 
after ordination in 1869 before settling in with Alston in 1885, taking over as rector in 1895.  He re-
mained living in his previous parish, nearby Carlton, until he died in 1902.  
 
Genealogical studies can be as illuminating (and confusing!) as church 
records.  Take the Faircloughs, for example: Lawrence Fairclough was 
the vicar of Haverhill in 1594 at the birth of his son Samuel, who be-
came a famous reforming cleric in East Anglia, attracting national atten-
tion, dying in 1677.   
 
His sons, Samuel and John were both clerics who struggled through the 
religious changes of the Civil War years: Samuel, born in 1625, was 
ejected from a Bedfordshire living for non-conformity in 1662 and be-
came a Congregational Teacher at Chippenham until he died in 1689.  
John was born at Kedington and was the Rector there from 1662 to 
1696 where Samuel was baptised in 1679. 
 
This Samuel, after studying at Cambridge, became Rector at Lydgate in 1701 and Rector in Little Brad-
ley from 1724 to 1740, being buried at Lydgate.  His third and eldest son, the first two having died as 
toddlers, also Samuel, had followed in his father’s footsteps to Cambridge and to Little Bradley, 
acting first as his father’s curate and then becoming the Rector until his own death just three years 
later, aged 36.  He was buried at Little Bradley but there is no trace of his grave, nor a memorial in 
the church. 
 
There seem to be other such dynasties of reverends – they will feature anon.  
 
Wendy Barnes 
Little Bradley 

Time for a smile 
 
The church treasurer came down early one morning and complained to his wife that he had hardly slept a 
wink. His wife asked, "Why on earth didn't you count sheep?” He replied, "I did, and that's what got me 
into trouble - I made a mistake in the first hour, and it took me until early morning to correct it.” 
 

A church notice sheet was prepared in great haste and it contained the following announcement.  
"There will be a special meeting of the Church Council next Saturday morning. We hope all members will 
be able to attend. It will be gin with breakfast at 7.30am.  
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Are you self- employed? 

Run a small business? 

Need trustworthy, reliable, organised 
help? 

Paperwork, simple book keeping, 
household finance and home cooking 

undertaken. 
  

Contact Charlie 

01284 811949 

hullow72@gmail.com 

 
KEDINGTON 
BUTCHERS 

  

TOP QUALITY  
MEATS 

  

Home-cooked 
Hams 
Game 

  
Orders taken 

01440 703119 

 
  



 
DO YOU NEED A CARPENTER? 

TRADITIONAL CARPENTRY BY LAURENCE FREEL 
Advanced C&G  +  30years experience  

 
PERIOD HOMES SPECIALIST 

 
Kitchens- fitted wardrobes- airing cupboards- bannisters 

doors- locks- fences- gates- flat packs 
 

SMALL JOBS WELCOME 
 

PHONE - 07415 183330 
e.mail:-  lgunnfreel@icloud.com  

mailto:lgunnfreel@icloud.com


 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

L&L Gardening Services 
 

We are a male and female team 
taking on all types of  

gardening jobs including 
 

• Grass cutting (all size gardens)                                                          
Strimming & brushcutting, 

• Hedge cutting & reductions                                                               
Border maintenance & tidying 

• Lawn treatment & scarifying                                                           
Garden clearance 

• Fencing (all types & styles)                                                               
Patio pressure washing   

 
We use all our own professional 

tools & equipment  
 

01440 783938     07920 423196 
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/184300362292147/ 

 
 

Office number 01440 268677 

If you wish to advertise in this  
publication, please contact  
Jill Davis 01440 713137 or 
jill@gourmet-knights.co.uk  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/184300362292147/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/184300362292147/


 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 
 

If you use any of these services, mention 
that you saw the advert in the Stourhead 
Benefice News. 

 

Carpet Cleaning  
Stone Floor, Upholstery & Rug Cleaning 
A few points that make us stand out from 

the others 
 

• Rothwell’s is a family firm and has 
been in business since 1993. 

• Our large truck mounted machines 
mean more cleaning & drying power 
for the best results possible. 

• We will move the furniture for a 
 thorough clean 

• 100% satisfaction or it’s FREE. 

01638 428 060   
www.Rothwells.biz 



 

 

  THE REAL MEANING OF VJ DAY 

On 15 August 1945 Japan announced its surrender and this day was designated `Victory over Japan’ or VJ Day. For 

the United Kingdom this marked the official end of the Second World War, over 3 months after the end of the war 

in Europe.  

Imperial Japan, which included Korea and Taiwan, with a constitution and parliamentary system, had been an effec-

tive ally to Britain in the First World War. Becoming more authoritarian and militarized, Japan occupied Manchuria 

in 1931, left the League of Nations in 1933, signed a pact with Nazi Germany in 1936 and invaded China in 1937, 

waging there a brutal war for the next 8 years. Europe, pre-occupied with the German threat, seriously underesti-

mated Japan’s ambitions and warlike capabilities, through a combination of ignorance, cultural prejudice, compla-

cency and delusional thinking, . Taking control of French Indo-China following the fall of France, on 8 December 

1941, the day after their attack on Pearl Harbour, Japan invaded Malaya and Thailand, advanced into Burma, and 

attacked the Philippines. HMS Prince of Wales and HMS Repulse, sent to the Far East as a deterrent, against naval 

advice, were sunk by Japanese aircraft on 10 December. `Fortress Singapore’ fell on 15 February. By May Burma 

had been captured, India threatened, Australia had been bombed and Japanese troops were pushing through New 

Guinea towards Darwin. The British had been out-generaled and out-fought by smaller numbers but operationally- 

experienced and fanatically brave Japanese. It took nearly 4 years of intensely bitter fighting in very harsh physical 

conditions for the 14th Army under General `Bill’ Slim to drive the Japanese out of Burma; for the Australians to 

recapture New Guinea and secure their homeland with no assistance from Britain. It took the massive commitment 

of the USA in the Pacific campaign, the Soviet invasion of Manchuria on 8 August 1945 and the atomic bombs on 

Hiroshima (6 August) and Nagasaki (9 August) to achieve `Victory over Japan’ on 15 August.  

The human cost of this conflict was horrific. The Japanese regime was brutal and its forces were responsible for ter-

rible war crimes against civilian populations throughout China and South East Asia, and against Allied servicemen 

wherever they were encountered: prisoners of war taken in Singapore, the Philippines and elsewhere were used as 

slave labour in Japan and on the `Burma Railway’ in Thailand, as were tens of thousands of Asian civilians. The cost 

to the Japanese was also very high. Their servicemen tended to fight, with suicidal bravery `to the death’: the civil-

ian population suffered severe privation from the naval blockade and a ferocious bombing campaign, culminating in 

the dropping of two nuclear bombs. 

 Many of those who fought in this war were scarred by their experience. It was not just the terrible physical condi-

tions of jungle and mountain, the harsh treatment, loss of friends and injuries, but also how they were regarded at 

home. 14th Army in Burma called itself `the Forgotten Army’, with attention, resources and press coverage always 

focused on the war in Europe. For many of those who had fought for years, and for those who had been captured in 

the Far East, their return home did not happen until late in 1945, and `life had moved on’. Those at home had little 

or no comprehension of what had been experienced ; and those returning were disinclined to share their stories. 

For those captured at Singapore many felt the bitterness of defeat and a rancour at having been let down and aban-

doned. And no one in a victorious but exhausted Britain wanted to think about `Britain’s Greatest Defeat’. The Japa-

nese triumph had also been a great victory of non-Europeans over a European empire. That had not been lost on 

colonized countries throughout the world, and in 1945 Britain and others were already having to grapple with the 

consequences. For Australians, who had spilt much blood for Britain in the First World War, and in the Western De-

sert, Greece and Malaya/Singapore in the Second World War, it was the United States, not Britain, who had saved 

them from invasion in 1942.  

VJ has a particular meaning for many in East Anglia. In October 1941, 18th British Division, a formation of Territorial 

Army units, most of whom were from East Anglia, sailed from Scotland equipped to fight in the Middle East. On 11 

December, still at sea, the Division was diverted, by order of the War Cabinet, to Singapore where they landed on 

13 January. 54 Brigade, including 4th and 5th Battalions of the Suffolk Regiment, was involved in the fighting on Sin-

gapore Island in the 10 days before the surrender. Like all those many other British, Australian and Indian soldiers 

involved, the Suffolks spent the next three and a half years in Japanese hands. The first 9 months were in Changi Jail 

on Singapore Island; they were then moved in October 1942 to Thailand to build the Burma-Thailand Railway. 

When the railway was completed in August 1944, most of the survivors were moved to Japan by ship to be em-

ployed as slave labour. 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Events Diary  

Date  Time Event 

   

Sat 12 Sept   Suffolk Historic Churches Bike Ride 

Sat 12 Sept   Horticultural Show Kedington 

Sat 19th Sept 2-4pm Gardening afternoon All Saints Barnardiston 

   

VJ Day 15th August 
 

The Kedington British Legion are filming an Act of Remembrance Service to mark VJ Day which will be available to 
watch on Facebook on 15th August .  

The casualty returns for 4th Battalion Suffolk Regiment are as follows: 955 all ranks landed in Singapore. Of these 
90 were killed in action or died of wounds; 375 all ranks died while prisoners of war or at sea en route to Japan; 490 
all ranks survived and were known to be safe, but of these 90 died within one year of returning home. Figures for 
the 5th Battalion, and indeed other units, are comparable.  
 
For many years the Princess of Wales RAF Hospital Ely specialized in the care of Far East prisoners of war (FEPOWs). 
From 1982 to 1991, 2000 FEPOWs attended a three-day check for tropical diseases. 70% were suffering from condi-
tions attributed to war service. This would suggest that only 120 men (12%) of the 4th Bn survived without long 
term problems (and the figures take no account of mental issues – this was before PTSD was diagnosed). As an ex-
ample, a hospital medical account of a survivor Pte Ernest Warwick, 4th Suffolks stated in 1987:  
 

“ He is haunted still by his years in captivity and today walks slowly and with painful difficulty as a direct re-
sult of his brutal torture and ill-treatment at the hands of the Japanese. In no way does he glorify war, but 
feels that as a proud nation we should always remember and honour our dead, who gave so much that we 
might live.” 
 

 Anon 

Kedington Horticultural Show  - Saturday 12th September 
 
It will be no surprise to anyone reading this that this year’s Horticultural Show will be different to previous years. 
The number of classes will be reduced, but we hope that there will be something for everyone who wishes to take 
part and an opportunity for others to view the exhibits and purchase home-grown produce. All entries to be grown 
or made and displayed in the parish of Kedington. The judging will be based on appearance alone so the exhibits 
will be photographed on front door steps.  
Anyone wishing to enter the show must register their name, address and phone number with Jill Davis before 6pm 
on 11 September 2020 via telephone 713137 or on Facebook messenger. 
Cost – 50p per entry. Exhibits to be displayed outside, at the front of the property from 12noon on 12 September 
2020.  
 
Please contact Jill Davis on 713137 for a schedule with more information to find out how you can get involved. 
Watch out for up-to-date information on notice boards and Kedington Community Facebook page. Sadly, it is not 
going to be possible to run the culinary section this year. 



 

 

  

Items for the September edition of the Benefice News need to be received by the editor by 15th August 

Church Wardens 
 
Barnardiston:    
Les Jobson  786568  
Peggy Mizon  786353  
 
Little Bradley:    
Mirjam Gault  783756 
Colin Clifton-Brown 783261 
 
Great Bradley:   
Sue Ireland  783595 
Keith Willington 783607 
 
Kedington:    
Mary Upton 706237          
Beryl Bracken  703473 

 
 
Great Thurlow:   
George Vestey  783240 
 
Little Thurlow:    
Iris Eley  783534 
Robin Vestey  783217  
  
Great Wratting:   
Simon Corbett  783698 
Ben Stanton  783103 
 
Little Wratting:  
Denise  and Simon  
Plant   07764 582925  
 

Interment of ashes: The ashes of the late Sylvia 

Charge were interred at Kedington on Friday 17th 

July. 

We offer our prayerful sympathy to those who 

mourn her loss. 

Covid19 Stourhead Benefice   
Our Churches continue to be alive and  
active, but our buildings are closed although 
some can open for private prayer 
 
A service has been held each week at a church in 
the Benefice since 5th July. At the moment details of 
our Sunday service are available on the website or if 
you would like to receive the weekly email with de-
tails then please do get in contact—please see de-
tails below. 
 
The latest advice from the Church of England web-
site about face coverings is ‘We strongly advise that 
face coverings should be worn by all those attending 
a place of worship, including ministers, worshippers, 
staff, volunteers, contractors and visitors, where 
there may be other people present; remembering 
that they are mainly intended to protect other peo-
ple, not the wearer, from coronavirus COVID-19 and 
that they are not a replacement for physical distanc-

ing and regular hand washing.’ 
 
If you are in need of more information or help  
then please refer to the Benefice website 
www.stourheadbenefice.org or contact Fr Chris 
Giles 01440 762901. 
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your mind and with all your 
strength . . . Love your neighbour as  
yourself. There is no commandment greater than 
these.”  

Online Church Services 
 
Please follow the link below to access online Church 
Services for the Stourhead Benefice. 
http://stourheadbenefice.org/wordpress/online-
church-services/ 
Many thanks to Simon Plant who has enabled these 
to be available to us. Thanks also to Laura Giles and 
others who have been videoing readings and inter-
cessions for these services and offering midweek 
reflections  

Churches Open for Private Prayer 
 
St Mary the Virgin Great Bradley, St Peter’s Little 
Thurlow and St Peter and St Paul’s, Kedington are 
opening for private prayer. 
 
St Mary the Virgin, Great Bradley is always open for 
private prayer. 
St Peter’s Little Thurlow is open daily usually at 9am 
and closes about 5 or 6pm. 
St Peter and St Paul’s will be open Wednesdays 1pm - 
5pm and Sundays 9am - 1pm.  

Evening Prayer 
 
Before lockdown, a small group from the Benefice 
were meeting for evening prayer on Mondays. We 
have transferred this to a "virtual evening prayer" 
by using zoom at 7.30pm on Mondays. If you 
would like to join this, please let me know. I will 
then e-mail the order of service for you to print. 
The zoom meeting link is sent out on Monday 
mornings. If you have not used zoom before, that 
doesn’t mean you can’t join us. I will be happy to 
talk you through setting it up on your phone or 
computer and offer a trial meeting so you can 
make sure it works.  
Jill Davis 01440 713137 

Father Chris’s day off is Friday—please contact your 
Church Warden in an emergency. 


